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SUMMARY : What was the first thing said about those as$sunin Pentecost in Acts 2:1? They
were together, in one accord. That is the thentkisimessage today: the body of Christ is to be
one, together, working to the Eternal God'’s glarpne accord. We are not one today. The Holy
Spirit wants us together, working together in lewel harmony. It is God's stated will, and it will
happen. Be a part of the One Body in truth, in,factieed and in heart. We discuss HOW and WHO
in this message.

**

Greetings, dear brothers and sisters in Messiaharthonor to be here with you today by internet.
Thank you for accepting me as your brother in Ma@gsiesus the Christ.

I’'m recording this as the message | gave on a spegial feast — the Feast of Pentecost, or in
Hebrew - Shavuot, which means “weeks” or Penteedsth refers to “50”. | was invited to speak
to a group of Messianic brothers and they had astedhat | would speak on. Without hesitation,
“In Acts 2:1, they were together, in one accordom@s. | would speak on that”, | replied. And so |
did, and this is what | said.

This day is about the smaller late spring harvé&ad’s people, before He sets His hand to convert
the whole world. TrueBut there’s another message in Pentecost: it's ab@od’s people being
one, acting as one, worshiping as one, working a® pglorifying Father as one... one, one, one.

It was on this day, as we know, when our Creatdrtaead of His family gave some great gifts to
His church, the one body of Christ. It was on athattime of this day that Boaz, a Jew — married
Ruth, a Moabitess and they became one flesh. Shedraer said “your God will be my God”. Jew
and Gentile becoming one — on Pentecost. In onarécc

It also seems that it was on this day of Pentg&istvuot), according to the time line in Exodus and
also by rabbinic literature, when the Almighty galis Torah and married Israel. Among those
receiving the Torah were non-Israelites that ddyatay, they were together.

On Shavuot — the Hebrew name for Pentecost — gma&talso gave His downpayment of the Spirit.
It is called “the earnest — the downpayment — ef3bpirit”. The Greek word is “arrabon”, which is
almost identical to the modern Greek word for ergaent ring, “arrabona.” They were together in
Acts 2 as well.

That's the goal of WHAT this day is supposed tdyme: How God’s children come together, in one
accord, as one people, one body, serving one Gl pwe faith, by one Spirit — as one.

The church of God composed of believers in JesusCGhor Yeshua the Messiah — who are led by
His Spirit — is a much broader body and a much eebpdy than many of us have supposed up til
now. It started small, with just 120 disciples @nukalem, and spread to all corners of the earth.
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Along the way, there have been many divisionsisdamily feuds, battles against outside
influences — and the body of believers has becaaiesed into many groups and fellowships. Not
all those fellowships are of God, but many indiatibelievers are among them.

The Body was one on that Pentecost in Jerusaleme asad in Acts 2. (I will also refer to Pentecost
as “Shavuot”, the Hebrew word for this day, mearfimgeks” or “sabbaths”). The Body of Christ

will be one again, this time as His Bride, whenmary the King of Kings. Those who refuse to
become one simply will not be part of His Bride. {imu want to be in — or will you be outside that
wedding supper? If you want in, you and | havstést being one and acting as one body in such
total unity and love that the world takes note. Yol | are supposed to be as one as Jesus and God
the Father are — as we shall see in John 17. Wedaays to go, don’t we?

This is the day when two leavened loaves pictutiegpeople of God, are lifted together at the same
time. Here we see two loaves as one, being preséefere God’s throne by the High Priest to be
accepted by Him. Those 2 leavened loaves reprafiasftthe people of the Eternal, Yahweh the one
true God, coming before Him together in one accord.

Also remember that though those loaves are leavemea leavening is bakei is done leavening

It is useless to leaven anything eMéealso should be done with sin as a way of lifendw, |

know, we still sin. But our hearts should no longerthere but in righteousness and living the way
of our great God.

* In the first Pentecost (Shavuot) at Mt Sinai, AlhtigGod gave His Torah, His great law to a
newly freed nation of slaves. In that first Shaytlo¢ Torah was written externally, on stone
— and was immediately broken, literally, by Mosetha base of the gold calf image.
Yahweh had to re-write them.

* Atthe first Pentecost after the death and restioe of Messiah, He gave 120 faithful
disciples the downpayment of His Ruach Ha-Kodesé Hdly Spirit. Both are incredible
gifts. In the Shavuot of Acts 2, the Spirit of Galdo gave them the Eternal’s Torah — but
this time, because of His Spirit, God’s Torah isvneritten internally, on the soft tissue of
our hearts, not on hard rock. So God'’s law i istWolved, but now His Law we have
internally.

* Inthe Pentecost at Sinai, 3,000 who worshipedjtie calf died.

* Inthe Pentecost of Acts 2, interestingly that sammaber --3,000-- were given the right to
eternal life when they repented and were immensedater, then baptized by the spirit into
the Body of Messiah (1 Cor. 12:13).

* Rabbinical studies also state tR&tvid, the future king of Israel was born on Shavuot and
died on Shavuot.

* The Book of Ruthis traditionally read during Shavuot/Pentecosta¥#that about? Jew
and Gentile coming together. Boaz and Ruth becomingg and starting the line of King
David and Messianic line. Oh yes, the world wilireelay be one. Our God is tGed of all
the earth(Gen 24:2; Josh 3:12), as well as the God of AiimaHsaac and Jacob. All the
earth will become spiritual Jews and of the seefllwbham spiritually (Gal. 3:28) as they
are called into one family, one body, one peoplesTs about the end of the barley spring
harvest and the beginning of the wheat harvest.<Gualydays revolve around the harvest
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seasons of Israel to show us His plan of salvatiad,to remind us that He wants a harvest
of souls and lives.

Today I'm going to tie in two concepts — of many that we see on Pentecost — and both are
ultimately possible, at least permanently, only byhe Holy Spirit. Neither one of these concepts
will be possible without the Spirit. Nothing trubpiritual from the Almighty will be possible on our
own. Yeshua says that in John 15: “you can do ngtbf yourself” — but “in Him”, we can do all
things. It takes God’s Ruach Ha-kodesh (HebrewHially Spirit) to do things of God’s spirit. That is
why we have to seek His leading as we start anceand day.

Shavuot — or Pentecost — comes after 7 sabbathieels 49 days, then the following day is
Pentecost, hence 50 (Lev. 23:15-20). Most of yarihg this count it from the day after teekly
Sabbath that falls during the Days of UnleavenezhBr The Jews count it from the first holyday of
the Feast of Unleavened bread, an annual sabloatihe are always a few days earlier than when
we keep it. Most of us don’t follow them at leasttbis point in their calendar.

It is interesting to note thdbhn 20:1-2speaks of, in the original Greek, that the dagrdfie
weeklySabbath was when Mary Magdalene went to the noptetomb. The original Greek says,
“Now on the first of the weeks...”. It does not s&n the firstday of the week”. It was the first
day of the week, a Sunday, but more importantlyas ‘the first of the weeks and that is what the
Greek says.

Which weeks? The 7 weeks, the 7 Sabbaths, whictowet leading to Pentecost! So Pentecost is
the “feast of weeks”. Shavuot means “weeks”. Iswa the “first of the weeks” that Messiah
revealed Himself as resurrected and it wathahday when He ascended to heaven as the First of
the firstfruit spiritual harvesiThis sanctifies the rest of the harvest, or, as P8v11 puts it, “the
sheaf is waved, to be accepted for yollfiough thalay of firstfruits during the Days of Unleavened
Bread is not a holyday, but a work day, we showldaver neglect it.

Then exactly 50 days later, also always on a Sunslagn the Day of Pentecost Hatly come, we
read in Acts 2:1 the following:

Acts 2:1
“When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they werall with one accord in one
place.”
Other translations say they were together, unifidek disciples were “together, as one, in one
accord” — getting along, meeting together, workiogether. And what wonderful work Yahweh
was able to do with them as they were as one, énagoord.

Who were those who were unified and in one accmd,in the same area at the same time—
together? The 120 disciples of Messiah we readtahdActs 1 who had remained faithful — and are
about to receive God’s Spirit, His Ruach Ha-Kodesh.

You know how moments later they received God’si§pirey spoke miraculously in unlearned
tongues, Peter gives his sermon — and 3,000 wetezbd and given new life in the Spirit.

How do you think our heavenly Father, Abba, felivatching His new family of 120 coming
together, boldly, strongly, happily, together -eime accord — and then welcoming 3,000 more into
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His family? The baths people would use — calledMiilevahs -- were kept busy! How else could
3,000 be baptized so quickly in a very dry land?

ABBA was happy! Father was pleased, I'm sure.

| can’t describe our own joy when my wife and | exipnce our kids and grandkids laughing,
playing, eating together, and being as one. Tlene@thing better than being in middle of kids and
grandkids giggling, running, having a ball. Andmag’s worse than being with kids who won’t get
along. Nothing is sadder than to realize some af gbildren have been shunned by others in the
family. | know families experiencing that. How sad.

Well, Abba (our Father in Heaven) has childrentigbw as well. Are we bringing Him the joy of
one family | spoke of earlier? Are we in one acéo@ are we taking away some of the joy He
could have? There should be absolute oneness iBdtly of Messiah today. And we should
continue the “one accord” we read of in Acts 2:Wvé are truly parts of the Body of Messiah.

Remember, Yeshua teaches us over and over, thatkinewe treat one another, the Family of

God, children of the Almighty — people who are paof HIS body — is the way He takes us
treating Himself personallySo if we are shunning anyone with God'’s spirttewever they are, we
are shunning the Savior Himself. Let me repeat Wiatever we are doing to one another is what
we are doing to Messiah Himself. Matthew 25 isa@lbut that — in as much as you did or didn’t feed
me when | was hungry, visit or not visit me whesould have used a visit, clothed me — gave me
cover — or not — “you did it unto Me”, He says iratthew 25, in the parable of the goats and sheep.

So it’s time for the body to come together. It'ene for believers to start working togethérhere’s

a big harvest to harvest and we’re not working &snaly, as a close team. | haven't either until
recently. It's time. It's time to forgive one anethand worship together. It's time to look past som
doctrinal differences — which I'll say more aboalter in the sermon — and start opening the doors to
other believers. It's time to find the lost shefep,there are thousands upon thousands who hate jus
plain quit, gotten discouraged and have just piaiih. They’'ve quit on God, quit on one another,

quit on assembling, don’t feel welcomed, and hagt interest. They're “lost”.

Yeshua sought out the lost and rejected sheep likée did in John 9 when seeking the healed

blind man who had been thrown out of the synagdmpoause he confessed the Messiah. Your body
does what your head wants. You and | should bemgghnone calls, sending emails, finding people
we know have quit. We should be visiting others Wwhawe God'’s spirit.

You see, as part of His body, we will be doing wihat Head of the Body wants — just as much as
your arms and legs go into action when your heattlds it wants a cup of tea, or a shower, or
anything your head wantg@/e are the “body parts”, which together, shoulddmng what our Head
— Yeshua — wants.

So the first thing | mention about the Pentecost ofcts 2: they were in one place, in one
accord. They were unified, working together, harmorous, one group.Then they received God’s
Ruach Ha-KodeshNow turn to 1 Cor. 12 please.
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What happens when we receive God's spirit?A lot of things happen, but | want to focus ostju
one of the many wonderful things at this time,doufs on my ?' point. | said they were together, in
ONE accord. Now the"? point. Please turn with me to 1 Corinthians 12:13.

1 Corinthians 12:12-14

For as the body is one and has many members|l e anembers of that one body, being
many, are one body, so also is Chris8 For by one Spirit we were all baptized (or
immersed) into ONE body— whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or fresnd-have
all been made to drink into one Spirit. 14 Forantfthe body is not one member but many.

Into One Body, HIS Body, His Sheep

By one spirit we arenmersednto onebody—and if we are to learn anything from Acts, 2tiat
one body is together, working together, in one et.cid's not divided; it's not at war with itselNor
Is it a man-made corporation. It is simply whoelas and is led by God’s Spirit (Rom. 8:14),
wherever they are. But the problem is: we dont li& be at-one with those folks “over there”.

So don’t be looking for one organization to_be ‘tieurch of God”. Everyone says they know that,
but few of us are acting like we know th&wo in fact, “God’s church” is anyone led by Gosfsrit.

Pastors get possessive of the sheep in “their’K]dorgetting these are not their sheep and really
not their flocks. They’re minor shepherds under@neat Shepherd — as 1 Pet 5 teaches. The

brethren are sheep of tMaster’sflock, of His pasture (Ps. 100:3). Brethren are not our shespsJ
told Peter in John 21:15-17, “feddly lambs, feedMy sheep.” Whose sheep? Let’s get it straight.

We call it “growth” when some brethren — or sheemeve from someone else’s flock to our flock.
That's nonsense. Many of God’s sheep are undoybsedktered right now all around the world in
various fellowships and organizations. But somelswne wayywe mustindwe will find each other
and start working together. | don’t fully undersddrow, but we are told a fair amount of “how”.
Some of the “how” I've already been discussing.

WHEN they did act as one body, look at the incredile POWER that was unleashed. They saw
miracles, healings even from mere shadows. Peogile raised from the dead. God’s holy angels
appeared to them. They witnessed the ascensidre @hrist. There was powerfully effective
preaching. Conversions came by the thousands. T¥esgrowth in the body and the gifts of the
Spirit were evident._Now turn to Ephesian#\$ you turn there, let’'s ask ourselves: are veenge
the kind of power in the Body as we do in the bobRcts? NO. Has the Almighty God lost some
of His might? Has the All-powerful Creator lostis® of His power? NO. The problem is not with
Him. It's with us. He’s holding back power, in mpiaion, because He is not pleased with the way
His children are acting with one another.

Not recognizing other Sheep and Flocks of God

| think it has become too easy for us, all over thevorld, to be content with the group we attend
with, wherever that is. But also veeasy to dismiss some of the children of the Almigiwho don’t
look like us, don't dress like udon’t talk like us, don’t do all the things we doyou do — and
don’t fit in to OUR way of doing things, but THEYOO, ARE the children of the Living God.
will admit: this isn’t going to be easy,to mix with people quite different from you, butited with
you in common beliefs, in professing Jesus or Yadsitheir Savior, and who obey Him as they
seek Him each day.
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Now let's read again Whose Body we are baptizeal int
Ephesians 1:22-23 NKJV
And He put all things under His feet, and gave Ithrbe head over all things tiee church,
23 which is HIS body the fullness of Him who fills all in all.

Colossians 1:18 Apologetics Bible

HE is alsothe headof the body, the church {the called-out ones, the ekklesia, holy ones of
God -- — the body of believers, Messianics, Clarsti.) He is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead, so that He might come to have filisste in everything.

Or, “That in all things HE may have pre-eminence.”

So the church - or ekklesia, called out ones -alied the body of the Messiah. He is the Head of
that body. It is His body, not mine or any man’& Holy Spirit immerses us all into that body as
one, togetheWe start off, at least by the Spirit, together fr@wmd’s point of view. Somehow men
put us into little boxes, their denominatiomsaorganizations and get nervous if we fellowshbip t
much with other believers who obey and believe lni<.

Who do we “belong” to? Who are you “of"? Drop thabels.

The church is His body. | also kndde bought and paid for me. If you pay for somethingyou

own it. He paid for me, so He owns me (1 Cor. 6:20You and | belong to Him (Mark 9:41you
and | do not belong to any of the incorporated chuthes of God | am not a part of United Church
of God, or Living Church of God, or the Church loétGreat God, or Pacific Church of God, or
Sovereign Church of God, or any of the hundredstieér man-made corporate bodies all claiming
to be “the” church of God, or at least a part bNigither do Ibelong toany Messianic group, any
protestant group, I’'m certainly not a Catholicaorthing like that -but | DO belong to God and to
His Son my soon coming Husband and now my master and &onddKing and God!

I am not “of” Herbert Armstrong. | am of Jesus Ghril am not of Billy Graham, Ellen G. White,
Rod Meredith, Roy Holladay, Clyde Kilough, Flurgr, any other man. | am not of the Pope. | am
of the One who was crucified for me, and lived dretl for me, and bought me with His own blood.
| am of Yeshua, the son of God. That's what Paugitain 1 Cor. 1:10-13. He was astonished that
anyone would say, “I am of Paul”. We’re doing trexywsame thing today.

| am a part of the body of Christ. | am a partref thurch ofsod, period. Let's dump the

explanative addendums. Drop the labktay drop the LABELS like United, Living, Philadelphia,
Pacific, Sovereign, Church of the Great God andrmhon — and simply be a believer and a member
of His Body. Period. Man-made labels divide. Lalbalsel. Drop them. Be what you are called to be:
a child of God, a member of His church with Jesigsaleader.

Hear this please: as difficult and challenging a& was for newly converted Jews to accept
repentant Gentiles into their fold, as equals — ias difficult as it is seeming to be to get Sabbath
keepers together, to get the churches of God togeth And when that’'s done, to take the next
step: get themto accept Spirit-led Messianicsor for spirit-led Messianics to accept churciGaid
folks. We need to be accepting of anyone who alshpois being led by the Spirit. Have we not
learnedanythingfrom the example of Cornelius, and the other Gesfi Now it's not about Jew
accepting Gentile as much as it is one corporatly bbbelievers — Christian or Messianic —
accepting one another!
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Is One Body even possible?

Many pastors may push back at this idea of being ‘flte body” because they still picture it as
one big organization, rather than a spiritual organsm. They'll tell you it's impossible — too
many doctrinal differences (which I'll speak on shd personally suspect the real reason pastors
push back against the one body concept is thatdbey like losing control. Pastors like receiving
tithes and offerings. Pastors like being in chaBgng one body will take a lot of humility. It Wil
take a lot of work. It will take a lot of discuse®— and forgiveness.

Is one Body possible before we marry Christ®ome teach we are already one body, as long as we
have God'’s spirit. But that's a fallacy. Paul cdltee Corinthian brethren Saints, and said they had
the Holy Spirit — but he also accused them ofaming like one body.
» I'm fairly certain that Messiah is marrying a Britteat is already acting as one, plus all those
who are yet to be resurrected.
 He commands us: No divisions (1 Cor. 1:10). Heldwtigive us a command we couldn’t
obey with His divine Holy Spirit.
* Nothing is impossible with our Eternal God. But disbelieve, then perhap®’ll never
see oneness. But those who believe will see iteapérience it.

WHO IS, AND WHO ISN'T, A PART OF THAT BODY OF Chris t
So who is part of that One Body?

TRUE: NOT all Christians have accepted Christ ashieir Savior, NOT all sabbath keepers are
true believers, not all “church of God” brethren are spirit filled, not all Messianics are parts of
the body, so there’s that caution too, which we’ll discussaee go along. | understand that. | know
that. But that doesn’t mean we can't be tryinginal the true believers at leagthd the decision of
who is, and isn’t, a part of the Body is not mioertake so much as it is Christ’s decision to make.
My decision is to treat all people with love andpe — going forward. | haven’t done that so well in
the past, but am working hard to be more like guang forward.

Not everyone who professes the Messiah is a true bghe if they don't live as He lived. I'll read
you scripture that clearly says that very thingiminute. Jesus Himself said “FEW” people are on
the right road (Matthew 7:14; 22:14), and He well many to leave His presence. “I never knew
you”, He will say to those who are living a life wé law (Matthew 7:21-23). Those who speak
against Torah, by Jesus’ own words, will be leaghé kingdom. Anyone who claims to know
Christ and does not walk as He walked — obedienttya liar, according to 1 John 2:4-6. That
passage says we have to keep His commandmentsHieeprd and walk as He walked — or you
are a liar if you claim to know Him. Let’s read it.

1 John 2:4-6

He who says, "I know Him," and does not keep Himg@ndments, is a liar, and the truth is

not in him. 5 But whoever keeps His word, truly tbee of God is perfected in him. By this

we know that we are in Him. 6 He who says he ahidésm ought himself also to walk just

as He walked.

So when | say you or | have been immersed intdoddy, that assumes you and | are obedient. That
assumes we understand we are a new life in Himthlatitnew life in Him obeys HIS word and HIS
law, the Torah. How else can you read the scriptlive just given?
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Matthew 7:21-23

"Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord," shall ethierkingdom of heaven, but he who
does the will of My Father in heaven22 Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Loitave
we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demoiY¥our name, and done many wonders in
Your name?' 22nd then | will declare to them, 'l never knew ydepart from Me, you who
practice lawlessness!'

Matthew 5:19-20

Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of thesenandments, and teaches men so,
shall be called least in the kingdom of heavenMidubever does and teaches them, he shall
be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 Fsayito you, that unless your righteousness
exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pésrigou will by no means enter the
kingdom of heaven.

What are the signs of God’s true people? We krenlbig one” in John 13 — that we must love one
another. The “one another” is not limited just emple we usually fellowship with. But what other
signs are there? Please turn to John 8:31. Anotieers that true disciples will follow the Word,
obey the truth and be true to the true teachingseoBible.

John 8:31-32

Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Hiiyou abide in My word, you are My

disciples indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truthlsimake you free."

So those who claim to be followers of Christ bubvdon’t abide in His word, are deceived. They
are not disciples. In fact, the Holy Spirit is giv® those who obey Him (Acts 5:32- read it!).

So, | hope you're hearing this: I'm not saying aatholics and all Protestants should come
together as the body of Christ. Most professing Glians are not true Christiansbecause they
aren’t changing, they aren’t obeying, they arerétking as He walkedlhey aren't in the body —
yet.But those who have deeply repented, who have att#fEishua as their savior, who walk as He
walked, who study His word to keep it, and who hrageived the Holy Spirit and have been
immersed into the holy body of Christ — these heepeople of God wherever they are.

Then why aren’tvetogether — those of us who are part of His body keep sabbath, who teach
and obey Torah (God's laws) by His Spirit and whaf@ss the risen Son of God?

Having said all that, |1 do believe Father is wogkin far more places and far more mysterious ways
than most of us realize. | do believe we're gomgee all kinds of His people coming out of the
woodwork, in unexpected places. People differesfus in so many ways — but we have this in
common: they have accept the Lord Jesus as theorStheir lives are changing and they are
obeying His word.

And are we ready for the many thousands of Jewdsaadlites who will be come to Messiah at the
very end time? Plus the Innumerable multitude nosetil in Rev. 7? | know, there are dozens of
interpretations about who all these people aré Hiaday is that it appears there will be scorés
thousands coming to salvation at the end.

Will you and | be ready to welcome them with opems?
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| follow Christ. | follow men and teachers onlyfas as they follow the Christ and his Scripture.
am a Christian, one who believes in the risen €hdsif you prefer, | am also a “Messianic” in tha
| believe in Messiah though each “title” carries a lot of baggage withthat | don’t subscribe to.
All 'm saying is | am a follower of Messiah. | folw Christ. Both words — Messiah and Christ —
mean “The Anointed oneHe is whom | follow. | will follow along with youfiyou inspire me to
follow Him — and not you. Quit looking to meand start looking to our real head and leader:
Yeshua the Messiah, Jesus the Christ.

| keep saying this because | don’t see evidendeetiaugh of us are seeing this yet to cause us to
ACT on it. We're not grasping it enough yet to caesach of us to DO something about the splits.

| come back to the premise of all of this: It's Petecost.We’'ve been told for years that Pentecost
— or Shavuot - is about the early, smaller latengpharvest — representing those being called now,
as contrasted with the billions who will be callgring the Millennium and beyond, which is part of
the great Fall harvest. That's all true.

But today I'm focusing on another aspect that letidoeen emphasized as it should have been:
THIS feast is also about that small early harvedthelievers being together as ON®&orking
together, loving one another profoundly, recogrgzame another as members of Jesus’ Body. It
started as one tightly knit group and will end gmae tightly knit group represented by the Britle o
Christ. I'm calling on all of us to get with theqgram of being one.

We’'re not there right now. But we are going to Iberé. Either that, or you or | won't be part of His
one, holy, loving Body. It's that simple.

HOW We Become One

HOW are we going to become one? HOW? Let me firsay this: | will list a few ways we can
start coming together.But in the end, | don’t need to know all the waysWw we will end up as
one body. | only need to know WHQt is in Him that we shall be One. It's all abadtitm. It's not
about us.

Again: | don’t need to understand fully HOW. | do need to fully understand WHOQO. | will give
the one biggest point now — and at the end of tedagching will examine other points. But this is
the biggest one:

John 17:20-23 tells us hawnifiedwe should be and also how we get there. Jespeaksg:

John 17:20-23"1 do not pray for these alone, but also for thake will believe in Me
through their word; 21 that they all may be orseYau, Father, are in Me, and | in Y,ou
that they also may be one in Ughat’'s the key!!!] that the world may believe théou sent
Me. 22 And the glory which You gave Me | have githem.that they may be one just as
We are one[there’s the standard] 23n them, and You in Me; that they may be made
perfect in ong and that the world may know that You have sent &fel have loved them as
You have loved Me.

There are two things here:



One Body working together, cont’d 10

* |tis IN HIM that we shall be one. “v. 21 — “...that they may be one in Us...”
* We are to be as one with one another as the Sanone with His Father. Wow. Read v. 22
again. “That they may be one just as we are one.”

Now that is oneness. Somehow Yeshua and His Fatbeso unified that Yeshua can say, “l and my
Father are ONE” (John 10:30). He says “ARE” — dlurthen “ONE”. Both are God (John 1:1-3),
but somehow scripture tells us over and over tisebeit one God. That is the model of how united
we are supposed to be: end of verse 22—“that({leyal) may be one as we are one.” Incredible!

Itis “in HIm” that we will see past the things that divide us. | gave a series of sermons about
being “in HIm”. When we are In Him we forgive oneather, as we receive His forgiveness. When
we are In Him, we long for one another and for Himnd we come together.

Explaining “in him”

| have people who say we are too evil to be in Mino is perfectly holy. But that’s missing the

point. When we are immersed, we are buried with Hifnaptism and come up the other side with
Him in His resurrection. Romans 6 is all about tfdat is referring to coming through Jordan River
—when? You can find all this in Joshua 3-4-5. sThappened on the "T@ay of the first month

(Josh 4:19). What day was that? That was when Giildren selected the Passover lamb, and cast
our lot in with Messiah and the people of God — t#vad was the day they crossed over into the
Promised Land. We were buried with him in the Red,$1 the Jordan also — and crossed over into
new life on the other side, so to speak. Paul vkasylreferring to all that in Romans 6, since this
was part of the rabbinic teaching he also received.

In that immersion, we symbolically die — and synitally come up fresh and new in the life of
Christ. | covered this carefully in the sermon @apiism. We are now new. We are now a part of the
body of Christ. What I'm saying now has everythinglo with oneness and being one body, so
listen carefully. Please turn to Colossians 3solheone is a part of the body of GOD, for Christ is
God (John 1:1-3), he and she can only be holy'tikatris the way Father in heaven sees us now. He
doesn’t see the old me, the old sinful me, He teesew life in Christ.

Colossians 3:1-4

If then you were raised with Christ, seek thosadghiwhich are above, where Christ is,
sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mimdtloings above, not on things on the earth.
3 For you died, and your life is hidden with ChrishiGod 4 When Christ who is our life
appears, then you also will appear with Him in glor

If we see one another this way, the way we shoegdasie another, how can we stay apart?

So Colossians 3:3 explains in one verse how P8hilelds — or you, whoever you are — can be “in
God”. WE have to die to the self, empty ourselbes,not remain empty. We must be filled with
the Spirit — and we become a part of the body ofsCfil Cor. 12:13) and of one another (Romans
12:4-5). As part of the very son of God, we indasginow also in the Father (John 17:21-23)
because we are in Christ, who is in the Fathett itGe

What I've just said is not being taught this waywmuch in the Church of God groups and we
therefore stay apart. But when we see this, wehanle to come together.

So Pentecost is about God’s people being togathéne same mind, in one accord.
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It was during the days of Unleavened bread, beforBentecost, that another Gentile became
part of Israel — Rahab, an ancestor of DavitHow did she come to be one with Israel? By openly
displaying the scarlet cord down from her windadmm. Why scarlet? Why red? You and | must
also display the scarlet cord, accept the blocaLofSavior that protects us (Joshua 2:21). Itthvas
same principle as the lamb’s blood that was sptasimethe lintel and doorposts of the homes in

Egypt.

What unites us? When we are “in Him”. The scarletcord unites us — whether repentant
Jerichoite or Israelite. The lamb’s blood on the dorposts. The Lamb of God purchased us with
His blood, and so we are His. Song of Solomon 6s&y, “I am my Beloved's, and my Beloved is
mine.” Wow. Let that sink in. “And my beloved isme”. | — and you — and anyone with God’s
Spirit — now belong to Him....and to one another.

Israel in Egypt was a loose federation of tribefirat. They became one nation as they together
under one leader and together accepted the Paddowdr and together came out of sin and Egypt,
and together were immersed in the Red Sea (1 Oprafd together fought the Amalekites.... For a
while they were often one. It was when they quiirgcas one under Moses that their carcasses were
left in the wilderness.

But it all started with the blood of the Passovenh For Rahab, it all started with the scarlet cord.
For Ruth, it was about Passover time when she ‘sadr God will be my God”. We know that,
because the barley harvest was about to starallteke same. We become one in Him. It's all about
Him.

It's only in Him that we can get over our divisiorend become one. It’s all about HIM. It's when
we focus on His glory rather than focusing on expding our church denomination’s impact that
we begin to realize HE is our true leader.

It's in Him that we can get past the annoyancesfights, the arguments, the forgiven sins we still
hold against one another — Rahab, after all — lead la harlot inn-keeper — and she still was able to
be forgiven and be one with the holy nation of God.

Division is not of God The Head of the Body commands “there must beivisions among you”
(1 Cor. 1:10).He goes on to say there that we should be ‘péyfgihed” to one another and “of
the same mind”. What mind? Whose mind? Phil.t@llS us “Let this mind be in you, which was
also in Christ Jesus'When we are in Him, we will be of Hhae mind.It's another way of saying
that our unity will come by being in Him, by haviktis mind, by being led by His spirit.

| feel strongly led to tell you, by the Spirit ofeghua Messiah, the body is acting like it is
temporarily “out of its mind”. We're not displayinghe “be of one mind” and not displaying “let
HIS mind be in you..” We’re not seeking HIS minar we would be working hard to be coming
together.

Again, on Pentecost, they were all together, inaceord. Where did the Body lose that?
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Pt #2 --UNITY TAKES ACTIVE GATHERING

So point #1 in how we shall be One again: it wie in HIM, through Him, and because of

Him, because it IS all about Him, and not about usnot about our church groups and fellowships,
not about our human leaders and the labels we kt&ssabout HIM. When we get back to focusing
on HIM, we will come together.

Point #2 — Unity takes active gathering.
Yeshua says something very powerful in Luke 1172fre’s no middle ground. Our king wants us
in — or out. He wants us hot or cold (Rev. 3). ddesn’t like fence-sitters. Read it with me:

Luke 11:23

He who is not with Me is against Mand he who does not gather with Me scatters

If you're not able to show things you're doing tonyg common ground, if you're not able to show
things you’re doing to promote One Body — instetgplinter groups happy to stay apart — then you,
according to your Master, are scattering the flock.

Are you a gatherer, or a scatterer? Read it agile.who does not gather with me scatters.”

Who will be the leader who will gather people togéter? Scripture is clear that Yeshua
Himself will do it (Jer. 23:3; 31:10; John 10:16, &.)

But how does any body work? Will He do it by Hili8eAny body works through its limbs, hands,
feet, all its parts coming together. Yeshua doeswtirk by using His Body — you and me. HE does
the miracles, but He gets us all involved. Israal to march through the Red Sea. They had to
encircle Jericho for 7 days and then all shout. Gmek the miracle, but He uses His body. Yeshua
will speak by speaking through His body — the chuv@shua will gather His flock into one, by

the members of His body seeking the lost and gathag them. Yeshua will find the missing and
the forlorn — by using you, His body part to makattphone call, to reconnect, to reunite. You will
be the way HE does it.

So, you and | are either gathering or scatteringké 11:23).

John 10:16
And other sheep | have which are not of this fth&m also | must bring, and they will hear
My voice; and there will be one flock and one stexpgh

If you, through your head, decide you want coffee what do you do? You use your body parts
to get that coffee!

Christ will also unite His body by waking up therseof His body to work together. He will heal us
so we can! The Body that is connected to a head diat that Head wants. The body of Messiah is
no different.

You're either gathering, or scattering (Luke 11:23hink hard and long about it, and then make a
plan to start gathering God’s people together. Wes, you, do it.
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A house divided against itself will not stand (LukE17). We are the house of God. But we’re also
assured that gates of hades will not prevail ag#mesChurch that Jesus buildddtthew 16:13-20.

I've heard stories about how people will work havdyather their missing fingers or limbs torn off
in a bomb blast, or ripped off by a shark or acaidein the hopes their body can be reunited by
surgery.

Wehave limbs of the Body, brethren, torn off by Bearing Lion (1 Pet. 5:8), our enemy the Devil.
Are we being like David, and going after those miggarts of the body? Remember how David
said he would fight the lion and the bear to fieelamb they'd snatched (1 Sam. 17:37)?

Romans 12:4-5 CJB

For just as there are many parts that compogebody but the parts don’t all have the same
function; 5 so there are many of asd in union with the Messiah we comprise one bpdy
with each of us belonging to the others.

NKJV Rom. 12:5 —v. 5—"so we, being many are oneybodChrist”. How many bodies of
Messiah? Onel

What are youdoing to bring people togethef

It's going to take an attitude of being humble, beig a peacemaker, finding common ground,
not insisting on your view of every doctrine. Wetlaybe have to accept people we don't
particularly like.It will take some forgiving.

Example: “a great many” of the early converts WeRIESTS, according to Acts 6:7. Who were the
priests? They were the Sadducees. Many of the phiegts were ones calling for Jesus’ crucifixion.
Would you really want them in your congregation@t Be rank and file priests at least came.

How about the Pharisee Paul — called Saul, whaahadted, beaten, apparently even killed some
early believers? He himself said, “I persecuted #ay to the death” (Acts 22:4; Acts 9:1). Would
you have wanted Him as your fellow brother in clwi@ your pastor? Would it have even seemed
fair? But God brought people into the group whd taabe forgiven first! Will it be any different
with us? Some will have to forgive me. I'll haveftwgive others. But isn’t that what salvation Ik a
about? Isn't it realizing we all need forgivenassl we all need to be offering it to others? “One
body” won't happen until we get over some bad stuffur hearts, dear brothers and sisters.

If this is striking a chord with you, tell peoplbaut this message. Spread the word.

» attend other groups from time to time. Your pastgght accuse you of being disloyal. Not
true.

* Invite people from other groups to your home angaor fellowship

« Pray for all who need prayer, wherever they arending

e Tell your pastor you wish your fellowship could rmegth other groups from time to time.
This is scary, very scary, to most pastors, becthesewant to stay in control of you. So we
find pastors forbidding the reading of other’s immf@tion, tracts, booklets, etc. | would
AGREE with that, when helping people to steer afrag wolves in sheep’s clothing.
However pastors: let's be careful that not evehgopastor in other groups are wolves!
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« Call people you haven't talked to in years. Mal&1l7 — those of God are talking often to
one another, and He took note.

» Do your best to win people back who have given up!
#3 — True One Body Unity will Take actions of lovend restoration
Now let's read again the command given us in Jdhadain.
John 13:34-35 CJB
“l am giving you a new command: that ykeep on loving each otherin the same wathat

| have loved you, you are also to keep on lovinthezther. 3%veryone will knowthat you
are my talmidimby the fact that you have love for each otlier

We know this verse. But do we really practice andw it that way? We can love those in our same
community and church — but when we’re told to I6@ee another”, it's not limited to just those
we know. To just Messianics? To Just “church of God’ pe@pDr even to just sabbath keepers?

Elsewhere, end of Matthew 5 — Yeshua said if we greonly those we know, if we love only our
friends, if we care for and about only those who ar part of our circle — we are no better than
the pagans!! (Matthew 5:43-43 But He teaches us that if we are really childséour heavenly
Father Abba, who sends the rain on the just angstinjyho gave His Son for the world — we will be
acting just like He acts: with love. We have a wago, don’'t we?

| preach to mysef. | have a long way to go in this.
Mal 3:16- says God'’s people spoke often to onelerand God heard it.

James 5:19-20

Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from théntrabhd someone turns him back, 20 let
him know that he who turns a sinner from the eofdnis way will save a soul from death
and cover a multitude of sins.

Daniel 12:3
Those who are wise shall shine like the brightrdédke firmament,
And those who turn many to righteousness like tassgorever and ever.

So reach out to people....
As they respond, our goal is not just to bring titeraur group, church or fellowship — but more
importantly, back to fellowship with their MESSIAH.

This is active love.... ACTIVE. As if we're doingtid Messiah.

Grass Roots
In the end, | wonder if this is something the pesteill do so much as it will be grass-roots.

If I am part of that body of Christ, | am not sugpd to be separated from you, nor you from me.
And Messianics: if there are Christians with theaBtuHaKodesh (Holy Spirit), why won’t you meet
with them? Christians, if there are Messianics V@thd’s Hoy Spirit, why do we act like none of
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them do have His Spirit? OK, they wear tzitziassels — and read the Torah more than the rest of u
might, but does that mean you are better than threthey than you?

Paul condemned that attitude in 1 Cor. 12. If ti®l body were an eye, where would the hearing
be? We need each other, or we're not a completg. lidar enemies are going to unite against us, so
why can’t we unite now? Holy Brethren, hear the dvof the Lord on this.

In Ephesians 4:1-6, we read about one, one, onand.it takes a bond of PEACE. Seeking peace,
not division.

Ephesians 4:1-6

I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseechtpowalk worthy of the calling with which
you were called, 2 with all lowliness and gentlenegth longsuffering, bearing with one
another in love, 3 endeavoring to keep the unitshefSpirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is
one body and one Spirit, just as you were calleahi® hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one
faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of alb vehabove all, and through all, and in you
all.

One, one, one — are we hearing this? Who is parthadt one body? Anyone led by the Spirit of
God (Rom. 8:14) and anyone who has accepted thedLl@sus as their Savior (John 1:12-13—
where it says “as many as received Him, them Heagthe right to be children of God, born not of
blood, nor of the flesh, nor of the will of man, bwf God.”

So Point #1- it will be done in Christ, in Him, that we whble one with one another (John 17:21-22)
Point #2 — oneness will take active gathering of the bdxgythe body. We're either scattering or
gathering (Luke 11:23).

#3 — ACTIVE LOVE will be required to bring us together.

Now Point #4 — Becoming one will take a healthy resct for the holiness of one another.

That body of Messiah is holy

1Cor1:1-2

Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ gtroloe will of God, and Sosthenes our
brother, 2To the church of God which is at Corinth to those who are sanctified in Christ
Jesuscalled saints with all who in every place call on the name @dus Christ our Lord,
both theirs and ours:

We are placed into the very body of Messiah by$fisit (1 Cor. 12:13). No body part of Christ is
anything but holy. If Messiah is holy, every indhHis body is holy. Every part of His body is holy.
You and | are part of His body. What does that make— and all who are part of that body? Holy.
If the Almighty can make even dirt holy (“the plambere you stand, is holy ground” Ex. 3:5), He
sure can make even me, even you, holy!

How would you treat Yeshua if you knew you couldetnidim in person? Would you — when
speaking to Him, smile at Him? Of course. Would poaise Him? Of course. But what would He
think if, while singing praises to Him, we refusiedmeet with Him, refused to eat with Him, refused
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to ever talk to Him, refused to hear from Him? \Wvauld He think if you once in a while kicked
Him real hard in the shins? Or punched Him harthenstomach? Would He still think you were
being respectful?

That's what Matthew 25:31-46, the parable of theeghand goats, is all about. How we’re treating
one another is how Messiah feels we are treating. Hi

We can’t claim to praise Messiah — and gossip ablautby gossiping about a body part. We can't
claim to love Jesus, and then backbite and devauarldy devouring parts of His body. He takes all
that personally.

Now, if you or if | have the Holy Spirit, we becorttee temple (1 Cor. 6:19) — the inner Holy of
Holies actually — in the Greek, it's the naos, itheer sanctuary — of God’s Spirit. When the High
Priest went into the Holy of Holies on the one d&dyAtonement, how much carefulness did He
show? How much respect did He display? Are you wig? That is the way | am to treat you, and
you are to treat me, or anyone with God’s spirit.

| am to treat you as | would the King of Kings hiref. | am to love you, as | would love Him
himself. | am to guard you, as | would defend Himtivmy life. | am to provide for you, as | would
if | saw Messiah hungry and needing assistanaa tcebefriend you, as | would the very son of
God Himself.

Brethren, brothers and sisters, -- | HAVE A DREAM and a hope.l dream of a time when God’s
children can and will come together.... Surely we came together and hash out our doctrinal
differences if we're led by God’s Spirit. I'll talabout it in more detail soon. Messianics and
obedient Christians. Messianics with other Messmrsurely we can believe this.

But that’s not just my dream. It's Abba’s dreanthdéroughly enjoyed being one with my children
in Panama City at the Feast last year. Like thd fejt in Panama with my expanded family, | want
to bring glory and oneness to our Father and td_otwt and Master, Yeshua — or Jesus the Christ.

Let's wrap it up:

* Pentecost — the early harvest—is also about oneReitBoaz; the 120 in Acts2, 2 loaves
lifted up together as one.

» the early assembly of believers were togethernmmody

* They were imbued with power, miracles, inspired sages, healings, etc. as they were one

» the church is the Body of Christ, it is HIS bod\ ldwns it and heads it

* We are placed into the Body by His Spirit (1 Cd:1B)

* We are a part of His Body, and therefore a padnaf another (Rom. 12:4-5)

* That makes each of us holy, and temples (inner $agtuary) of the Spirit

* The way we treat one another is the way we aréingethe Messiah Himself (Matt 25:31-
40)

e God commands us “no divisions” in His body

*  We don’t know HOW God will bring about one bodyrsach, as we must know HIM

We talked about 4 steps we need to become one:
* We become One in Him, and only in Him (John 17:X19.when we focus on HIM, rather
than on our organization, that we will come togethEhis is really the only BIG point.
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* Oneness takes active gathering. We are either myagher scattering (Luke 11:23)

* Love will be active as well, as we restore the kul forsaken sheep

* Oneness takes treating one another with deep rtespecgnizing we are holy parts of the
very body of the Messiah Himself.

So that’s all for today...

| pray with all my heart, that you will be a gatberactively thinking of ways to promote common
ground and oneness. Let’s bring God that joy wherséks His children together. May God’s Spirit
and love bind us together soon. Until next tinhés ts Philip Shields wishing you oneness in Him.



