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Summary: One Flock is on the way. Today: how weroake the division in the Body worse, even
if we do nothing. Steps each can take to bring eseabout by God’s Spirit. Ezekiel 34 and what
God says to ministers and brethren and the role emst play in onenesksteveal whom God will
use to bring us together as one family, one bodg,ftock.

Warm hello to my brothers and sisters who makeheBody of the Messiah and the Bride of
Christ. We have a lot to cover today. Let’s stath the end of the story, as told by Jesus thesChr

John 10:16
“Other sheep | hawhich are not of this fold; them also | must briagd they will hear My
voice; andhere will be one flocknd one shepherd.”

Therewill be one flock and one Shepherd. That's the end gasné.that exciting? It's a flock
composed even of sheep not currently part of th fbe says.

(An edited inserted paragraph) Something concerns though. It's this: | fear too many of God’s
people who are content with their pastor and th&cal group, see no urgency in God’s people
acting, thinking, speaking and working as one bodyhat does nomean we have to be under one
man-made organizational umbrella. Please understahdt. But neither does it mean we should
have little or nothing to do with one anotheBut people are content where they are. Rich and
increased with goods spiritually, and in need dhmg spiritually in effect. Thoughts range from
“we’re OK as we are” to “It's not my job to unitesuso what can | do?"—and we do nothing.

How will our Savior unite His people? Who will Heaito do it? What will it take to get us working
together — not just saying we know there are othvas have God’s spirit hither and yon - -but
working together? Where will it begin? Or is it iogsible for the spirit-led body of believers to eve
really come together before the return of the Ki@gh we be divisive without even knowing it?
What can we do be helping the Body of Christ bectmig one?

Hello everyone, this is Philip Shields, just oneestp among the scattered flocks plus the many lost
sheep scattered all ovetve given 4 messages about oneness. Today linggo go in depth into
the role the pastors, the shepherds, played indtédtering — and the role the sheep themselves
played in it | hope this message will humble each of us, aad us to a very deep and personal
repentance before Yahweh, the only true God, amtis&on Yeshua the Messiah (John 17:3).

By the way -we have the new website upf you have high-speed connection, instead alfap,
please use the faster MP3 buttdéo hear the messages. | do recommend you haveatiseript as
you hear them the messages. The quality will beehehe connection faster, etc. on MP3 than with
Real Audio. Please get back to me if you are haamgissues downloading.
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Last time | showed how the biggest key to HEALINI&twounds will be agape love of God in
action. That must be remembered as we continue todashua was first a friend to those He was
seeking to sav&Zacchaeus was a great exam(hleke 19:1-10). There is no evidence that he had
already repented or changed his ways before Yashiiad Himself to Zacchaeus’ home. Is it
possible that the experience of having such a maly want to be his friend — is the very thing that
tilted Zacchaeus over? The healed blind man elim ® — is another example. So is the story of the
woman caught in adultery (John 8). Yeshua's stam¢mwi“neither do | condemn you” was

powerful. Sure, He went on to say “sin no more’t, wa all know we all continue to stumble long
after the forgiveness. But theve Yeshua showed is the same love we must show mtben-

even those who have left the faith, even those ddrot see things quite the same way we do.

Open Door
Someone new to the Church of God (COG), who wanletbaptized, let me know they’re even

wondering why we’re not “one” now. She asked, “Wiopldn't | just walk in to any COG group, in
any city, if | were traveling?” The answer is tisaecouldjust walk in to many of the groups, but
not all of them. I think most groups would openlglcome her. Some would want to know who she
was and what'’s she’s doing there, especially ifghen’t attired like the rest, or wore makeup in a
no-makeup group, or came in with slacks insteaa driess. Remember, she’s new.

The early church obviously had an open door poltoyvisitors from other church areas as well as
brand new people coming in to check out the chumgtoup. Let’s get back to that — though many
of you already have that goindn Acts 2, when the 120 received the anointindhefidoly Spirit,
hordes of people came in to where they were medBadhaps they were meeting in an open area
near the temple and not in a house by that tim@cts 1, they’re in a house. But probably not in
Acts 2. And | don’t know how or where they’d bagti2,000 in a day without using the dozens of
mikvahs(ritual baths) that surrounded the temple area. &damn still see them today in the
archaeological areas. There’s no nearby river.Kidleon was usually just a stream or dry. But my
point: people from the outside freely rushed irg got to hear a sermon from Peter.

Also 1 Cor. 14:22-24 clearly states that even uebig “outsiders” could pop in to meetings and
make their own observations. If you're unfamiliatiwthat passage, read it for yourself. But our
body of believers and our fellowship must stop fgearclusive and hard to find. God calls people, |
know that, but we should be people of love andgog openness. We just must start having a much
more open door to anyone and everyone who wanésto about the Way of God. Anyway, |
thought the comment she made was something | sisbalck.

Anyway, moving on: I'm confident | can say thaitr King and Master is very excited about how
each day brings Him closer to marrying His Briddyeé Church (2 Cor. 11:2 It's been a long time.
He gave His downpayment (Greekrfabor’) of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2, long ago. In ther€zk,
the modern word for engagement ringasrabond — practically the same word for “earnest” or
downpayment of the Holy Spirit. He’s waited a ldige.

His Bride is the “apple of his eye” (Zechariah 2)8His Bride will be spotless and perfect, and will
be one Body -- but we’re not there yet. As somesaid, and | agree with, the King is not returning
to a Bride composed of hundreds of organizationseople who want little or nothing to do with
one another. | personally feel a sense of urgemdlyis$ issue. It fills my heart and my spirit.
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Identifying the Body of Christ

| recommend you hear the previous messages firsn kase you haven't, here are the
foundational scriptures about “the Body of Christ”, the church. Colossians 1:18 identifies the
Body and who is the Head of the body all in one vse:

Colossians 1:18
And He (Yeshua or Chrisi3 the head of the body, the churcivho is the beginning, the
firstborn from the dead, that in all things He nieye the preeminence.

* The “Body” of Christ is the Church of God (Col. 4:2 “his body, the church”; 1 Cor. 12:27)
* There is only one body of Christ (Eph. 4:4; 1 Adx.17; 12:12-13; Rom. 12:4-5). He is
marrying only one body, not bodies.

» Christ's One Body is apiritual organism, not a denomination or organization @negroup
of organizations. We are placed into that Bodyhgyioly Spirit (1 Cor. 12:13) after we
have been purchased by the blood of Christ, maksngelong to Him (Mark 9:41). Having
the same Spirit is what makes us part of His batty/@art of one anothéWe belong to
Christ, not to any organizatioof men (Mark 9:41; 1 Cor. 3:23; Gal. 3:29). We tupsit
saying we “belong to” or are “a part of’ this oatlorganization or faction (1 Cor. 1:10-13).
We are a part of Christ and belong to Him.

» The One Body of Christ is highly likely to includdividuals whom we would be surprised to
see among Christ's Bodylohn 10:16. Anyone with God’s Holy Spirit is paftthat body. |
strongly suspect Yahweh'’s spirit has been givesotoe people who are in groups we would
never suspect would have His spirit. That’s justopinion, and time will tell. But remember
the Messiah said NOT to forbid people using His @aeven though they weren’t following
Christ.See Mark 9:38-40‘He who is not against us is on our side.”

* The Holy Spirit makes us one of His (Rom. 8:9, I4jat’s the only way we are surely His.

* We are considered members, or body parts, of traBody (1 Cor. 12:12-27)

e That makes us membearvsone anothe(Rom. 12:4-5; Eph. 4:25)

* One sign of His people is expressing and livingaqundly spiritual agape love we have for
one another (John 13:34-35). The “one anotherbtgust for those in our organization, but
for all believers with God’s Spirit wherever thegaln fact we are to love all people, even
those who make us their enemies.

» Jesus Christ, or Yeshua the Messiah, is the He#lisd8ody (Col. 1:18; Eph. 1:22-23)
* What does the Head of the Body want for His Bodyei@ss (John 17:10-11, 20-23).
* He s against division (1 Cor. 1:10-13) and comnsatheére be NO division (1 Cor. 12:25).

* What does the Head do? He seeks the lost (Lukell®:9The parable of the 99 and 1 sheep.
He is all about restoration and bringing His shiegether. He is all about having one body.

* Any healthy body does what the Head wants. The heasd the body to accomplish its
desires, whether to get dressed, or get a cupffEe;@r seek a lost brother and sister. Are
we getting the point? Our King is the one who wetore the body and find and reconcile
His lost sheep — but how? I'm 100% certain He wait act alone apart from His own Body,
but will use His Body —you and me — to restore @ssnone lost sheep at a time. He will
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use His thousands of Christ-led brothers and sistereconnect, forgive, reconcile and heal
the wounds in His Body. I'll say more on this asgeealong.

* Nothing will change until we admit that the schismeshave - - is a problem. Secondly,
nothing will fully heal until we repent of what daof us has done wausethe wounds in the
body. As you'll see today, we all have had a pad ae all have to repent of our part in it.

So where does that leave U38d hates discord and those who causeoit do nothing to prevent it.

Prov 6:16-19 NKJV and Apologetics Study Bible iralbkets

These six things the Lord hates, Yes, sevemargomination[In fact, seven are
detestable) to Him: 17 A proud look [arrogant eyAS$B], A lying tongue, Hands that shed
innocent blood, 18 A heart that devises wickedpldeet that are [eager to run to evil]

19 A false witness who speaks lies, [a lying withe$io gives false testimony]

And one who sows discord among brethren. [one wtissup trouble among brotheis

Proactively do something to heal — or we're addmthe problem

Turn now to Luke 11:2Read this with your own eyes in Scripture. In Yahigeayes, there’s no
standing on the sidelines with this. We're in -wa're out. We’'re hot — or we’re cold. We are eithe
taking proactive steps to bring about oneness,ecang scattering. (repeat).

Luke 11:23
“He who is not with Me is against Me, anche who does not gather with Me scattérs

Did we hear Him? “...he (or she) who does not gathihh Me, scatters”. Are you gathering people
together? Are you reconnecting? Are you seekingdlosep? If not, can you and | be scattering?

He wants us so unified that our oneness with ol¢ghan is a mirror of the oneness between God and
His Son (John 17:20-23). We are to be so onewhbditerally act as one healthy body — one unit,
composed of many body parts but working togethe@masunitHe wants us so loving to one

another that the world will know, we must be Hiscghles. That's what he says in John 13:34-35.

Do you see why | called for a day of fasting? | sayself, and so many of us who caused discord or
scattering — or at best, did nothing to cause csseriele who does not gather with me, scatters.”

In or out. Hot or cold. Gatherer — or one whatsea. It's time. It's time we repent, it's time we

pray like we've never prayed before. It's time wed like we’'ve never loved before. It's time we
stand up for God’s one family as never before. Yt&stime.

Today let’s dive into where we left off last timeTurn to Matthew 22:37 please. Last time |
showed how the whole Bible is fulfilled by loving @d and loving people—and how LOVE will
be the glue that will bind us together again. Lawélls the law, it's what the Bible is all about.
Love is the key part of the first and’@yreatest commandment according to King Jesusyigssiah.

The greatest commandment is not Sabbath keep#tgough it's a part of the first and greatest
commandment of “Love God”. Nor is the greatest smndment --“government”. Nor is it clean
and unclean meats, or tithing, or the holydaysherholyday calendar we should be using — all
issues we have divided over. Th@sen’t the most important teachings and practices!
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Matthew 22:37-40

Jesus said to him, "™You shall love the Lord yowdGvith all your heart, with all your soul,
and with all your mind." 38 This is the first agilkat commandment. 39 And the second is
like it: "You shall love your neighbor as yourselO On these two commandments hang all
the Law and the Prophets."

Love is #1. Other “weightier matters of the lawtlimde mercy, justice and faith. Matthew 23:23.

Romans 13:8-10

Owe no one anything except to love one anothehdowho loves another has fulfilled the
law. 9 For the commandments, "You shall not conadiiltery,” "You shall not murder,”
"You shall not steal,” "You shall not bear falséneiss,” "You shall not covet," and if there is
any other commandment, are all summed up in tijeganamely, "You shall love your
neighbor as yourself." 1l0ove does no harm to a neighbor; therefore lovehe

fulfillment of the law.

Last time we also covered that what separatesous @od is sin.
Isaiah 59:2 “But your iniquities have separated you from your Go&ind your sins have
hidden His face from you, So that He will not hear.

HOW we become ONE again

Jesus also gave the crucial keyhmwwe are to become one with one another: We misstfe one
with God and Yeshua. John 17:21 — “that they ip@pne [how?]-- in Us

We come together by first being one with Father aBdn in the family. Lack of oneness therefore
starts when we become separated from oneness vathér and Son. That's caused by sin, or by
definition, lack of love. Love fulfills the law. Lek of love must break the law, causing sin.

Sin, therefore, in its simplest definition, besidéslohn 3:4 — the transgression of the law — isghi
since love fulfills the law, then it follows thatdnsgressing the law is — in its simplest form —tno
showing love to God and fellow mankin@hat's whyJames 4:17says if we know to do something
good and don’t do it, we’ve sinned. It's not shogvinve. That's why 1 John and James are both full
of admonitions that the Godly way of life is shobsactual acts of love.

What am | getting at? What's all this got to dohwatur divisions? It has everything to do with it!
The dividing in the church comes down to one roe@tuse: lack of loveSin that separates us from

God and one another is simply defined as not lo@od or man. We’ve forgotten that we are
brothers and sisters.

At best we've acted too much like the prodigal saglder — his older brother — who wasn't that
happy that his brother who had disgraced the famalye had come home. | know something about
that.Oneness wasn’t being restored as long as — get-tthie good son refused to come in and
restore the repentant brother to onene®ghich brother was now the one on the outsidiestarted
with the sinful prodigal son being on the outsiBlat once he restored oneness with Father, he was
back inside the familfNow who was left out? The one who had never léé'was the one now
outside, outside of the party, outside of the fnd Epve and feasting and celebrating.
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Repentingof that lack of forgiving love is the first thirge have to do. Turning ourselves around
anddoing acts of loveo restore oneness — such as to find lost sheddome one happy family of
God again, is the"2thing. So we did repent and seek God on Dec.tifiay be good to fast again
before Passover. If some of you feel led by Gogigtdo tell me we should set another date for
fasting for oneness, then we will. | will wait tedr from you.

It hurts our Master when we hurt one another. Feave each a part of His Body.

Have you and | pierced or wounded the Messiah?

QUICK QUESTION: Is it possible we have all piercaad even wounded the Messialfave

have ever said or done anything against a brothgister, we wounded HIM. Zechariah 13:6 is a
verse that is so poignantly heart-félech 13:6— “And one will say to him, 'What are these wounds
between your arms?' Then he will answer, 'Thosk witich | was wounded in the house of my
friends' As we say things and do things that cause disun#yare piercing the Body of Christ.

Whenever we stab a sister or brother in the baekmight as well be stabbing Jesus in the back.
When we hurt a member of his Body, we are piergdingdirectly. We might as well hurt our
Savior, when we say or do something hurtful tcstesior brother.

As we'll see today, being the light of God, heldinigng people to repentance, helping bring oneness
in a splintered body — does not start with polsogptures at them. It starts with being there for
them, being their friend, showing God’s love ini@aat It starts with being a friend to those who have
no friends. It starts with reaching out to thoseviave dropped away — and asking how they are,
inviting them over, telling them you miss them. efiHeave it at that for a while and let the seed of
love you've planted have time to sprout.

The JOY OF FAMILY HARMONY

As we do this, we will experience the JOY of sailwat the JOY of being the FAMILY Of GOD!
As I've said over and over, there’s nothing morenfthan brothers and sisters who love and
respect each other — getting together as ofke laughter, the love, the playful jabs, the prgyor
one another, the encouragement of one anothesjrtipe acceptance of so many different
personalities — is just awesome. There’s nothikeili. I've been part of this physically and
spiritually and it is the highest high you can have

And nothing is so painful in a family — as whenrather or sister is cut off, forgotten, not missed,
rejected, disrespected, not wanted around heregwadmarked as one we shall have nothing to do
with. I've also experienced this in the spiritbaldy — and there’s no darkness like it.

| like oneness bettefo does FatheiThat's why when the prodigal son who had slephwigs and
prostitutes wanted to come home, the Father — w&hohsm a long ways off (that means he must
have been looking) was so ecstatic and ran to megtforgive him, welcome him, restore him —
andcelebratechis return. The family will also celebrate theurat or we should! It's about Father
now and giving Him some joy by seeing us give uppartisanship. Ephesians 4:6 says we have
“ONE God and Father of all, who is above all, ametigh all, and IN you all”.
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Father wants to fell the joy of watching and expericing all His children celebrate and worship
Him — as one. Are we going to deny our dear ABBrat incredible joy? We've denied Him that
joy long enough. It's time. It's time we worshipifh as one and let him be joyful about us again.

Father’s telling us all something. Listen to His w@e. Family of God, it's time. Children of the
kingdom, it’s time to come togethdlt's time to do God’s work together. It's time te bogether.

It's time to worship the One Father of us all, ibhge. Don't be like the prodigal son’s brother who
wanted no part in this happy togetherness — omatoafter all He had done!

I’'m calling on every child of God out there to aglalir voice to mineEvery elder who sees it, hears
it — start speaking on it. Every brother and sisteChrist — start by praying for it. Then add bat
your voice of desiring itSpread the news — the family of God is coming tbget Everything starts
small. Call someone. Tell 10 people, and gradubiynews will spread. Be part of this message
from the ground floor up! For in fact we've hedrdm above, haven’t we — “There must be no
divisions among you” — 1 Cor. 12:25. “He who does$ gather with Me, scatters”.

You will be resisted. Some pastors will insist @eging their flock under their thumbs and will not
want to work with a brother “over there”. Somethren will insist they want nothing to do with
some brethren, just like the prodigal’s brothemdid but press onlThe gates of hell (hades) will

not prevail against youWe will win. Yeshua promises us, “I will build Mghurch” — singular, one
church, one body, one family, one spirit, one Got Father, one hope, one doctrine ---are we
hearing it (Eph. 4:3-6)? ONE, ONE, ONE, ONE. “Atheé gates of Hades, or hell, will not prevail
against it” (Matthew 16:18). A house divided cansiaind, so we must and we will become unified.

As | showed last time, gates don’t attack. Theyddf We are the ones on the attack against those
spirits in high places trying to destroy the FanufyGod by dividing it and getting the family
fighting one another. We attack the powers thatrgieg to discourage the Bride of the Christ. But
the gates of hell will not be able to stand agamstattack. We “overcome evil with good” (Romans
12:21). We attack separation with actions thatdtia together. We attack discouragement with
hope. And we’re promised, in the end, love wins.

“Oh death, where is your sting? Oh Hades, wheyeus victory? But thanks be to God,
who gives us the victory in our Lord Jesus Christ’ Cor. 15:55, 57

In the end, our Husband, the King, wins. I'm immlpart of this. Are you in — or out? Are you going
to be a gatherer of God'’s children — or a scattersre you hot — or cold? In between gets vomited
out. We don’t want that. So - I'min. Come oret's follow our King and our King’s stated will
and become one. Let’s find some common ground angdogether.

THE MINISTERS’ ROLE

I’'m switching gears nowLet’s talk now about the role that both the ministes (Shepherds) and
sheep in the flock played in the division, as wedls the part they’ll play in the coming oneness

Let me first say: | know there are MANY, MANY wondel pastors and ministersApparently
though, there were enough things said and dondabititated the division possiblyeven among
the ones considered now to be wonderful pastdreat Yahweh spends a whole chapter in Ezekiel
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34 on it Even “good” pastors were part of an oppressive SEM — and according to Ezekiel 34
we have to own up to it before oneness and healithépappen.

The fact Yahweh spends all of Ezekiel 34 on thmnghthe problem is systemic and widespread. Let
me state it again: we ALL were involved one wayoother in the dividing. God says so in Ezek 34.

WHY do | need to address the ministry — and brethtbemselves? Because we each have to own
up to our part in the divideNo real change is ever made until people admit abe is needed.

We have to admit to a problem before we start wogkon a problemWe each have a confession

to make, some repentance to do, and some apolkogmske to those we’'ve offended. There are
many offended. There are many who have just plaintgecause of abuse they suffered from pastors
and leading members. They're “fed up”.

I’'m certainly not innocent in all of this eitherolat all. | have my share of confessing, repenting
apologizing and reconciling to do with various omrethe Body. Now | am inviting and urging all
you other pastors to do the same unless you'verdetvanyone down. If the shoe fits, put it on. If
not, if you're lily white in all of this, then thatbetween you and your Judge, the King.

First let me say a couple things:

* I'm not trying to be critical of Pastors, for thet not my job, nor am | qualified to do so. I'm

simply going to read what GOD says was part ofcéugse of the division and scatteriafjthe

sheep. So these are God’s words, not mine. I'viaiody done my share of falling short of what a
pastor was supposed to have been. | was a sap@stdr for 12 years and in ministry for 14 years,
with salary. | still share my studies though I'm @ employed pastor and haven’t been since 1989.
But | do apply to myself as well, what I'm aboutr&ad.

Let's start with 1 Peter 5, and read some generaheents to pastors. Please note that they are
called “Shepherds” here. (The very word “pastorhes from “pasture”).

1 Peter 5:1-5

The elders who are among you | exhort, | who aellaw elder and a witness of the
sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of tlegthat will be revealed: 3hepherd the

flock of Godwhich is among youwservingas overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not
for dishonest gain but eagerB/nor as being lords ovehose entrusted to you, but being
exampleso the flock;4 andwhen the Chief Shepherd appeangou will receive the crown

of glory that does not fade away.

5 Likewise you younger people, submit yourselvegotar elders. Yes, all of you be
submissive to one another, and be clothed kattility , for "God resists the proud, But
gives grace to the humble."

So we see in 1 Pet. 5:2 that elders are calledighnédp of the Flock of God. There is some authority
there.But authority is benevolent only when used with hility and genuine love Without that,
authority can be abusedastors, are we going to be lords and masters seovants? (v.2-3)

Turn now to Ezekiel 34. Yeshua is the Chief ShepligrPet 5:4) as | discussed 2 messages back.
Now in Ezekiel's prophecy in Ezek 34, let's reach¥eh’s stinging rebuke to the Shepherds
without commentary. | hope — pastors — | hope ydLjoin me in admitting we need forgiveness,
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we need to change, we need to be pastors like G&idsw or we will be removed from pastoring
and He will find pastors HE wants (Ezek 34:10).

Ezekiel 34:1-10 Apologetics Study Bible

The word of the Lord came to me: 2 “Son of manppesyagainst the shepherdsf Israel.
Prophesy, and say to them: This is what the Lord §&xys to the shepherds: Woe to the
shepherds of Israel, who have béeeding themselvesShouldn’t the shepherds feed their
flock? 3 You eat the fat, wear the wool, and butcheifatiangs, but you do not tend the
flock. 4 You have not strengthened the weak, healed the,dieihdaged the injured,
brought back the strays, or sought the lost. Insiegou have ruled them with violence and
cruelty. 5 They were scattered for lack of a shephéhey became food for all the wild
animals when they were scatteredi flock went astray on all the mountains and every
high hill. They were scatteredver the whole face of the earth, ahdre was no one
searching or seeking for them

7 “Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of YdhwWBeAs | live"—the declaration of the
Lord God—"because My flock has become prey and foo@very wild animal since they
lack a shepherd, favly shepherds do not search for My flocknd because the shepherds
feed themselves rather than My flock, 9 therefgoe, shepherds, hear the word of the Lord!

10“This is what the Lord God saysook (behold), | am against the shepherdswill
demand My flock from therand prevent them from shepherding the flfpd4v: cause them
to cease feeding the sheep]. The shepherds witinger feed themselves, fowill rescue
My flock from their mouths so that they will not be food fieem.”

| think based on what is said here, and what we bedore in John 9-10, it is very clear our
Husband, the Chief Shepherd, loves you, lovesltioi fbut is unhappy with the general state of the
flock and with its shepherds. No wonder David s geeatly loved, because his character was
formed caring for sheep. He risked his own lifehfigg for a lamb caught by a bear and another
time, by a lion.

* Shepherds are the elders (1 Pet 5:1-2). Theyefan to other leaders as well.
* “We are His people and sheep of His pastureSa(f 100:3; 1 Pet 5:2)

So Shepherds = pastors and elders; sheep = theained brethren.

Being a pastor is a functior- not rank — requiring loving oversight. It is op® potential abuse.
God tested hundreds of ministers by giving therheuitty and power — ande says too many of us
failed that test. There wasn’t enough humility vésx and loveWithout humility and agape love,
authority won’t be used correctlyAuthority is benevolent only when used by a hunieéeler.

v. 2 — Feeding themselves instead of feeding thedk
One of the big complaints from brethren in soméheflarger COG (“Church of God”) groups is that
sermons are tame, lacking meat, lacking effort, seemingly lacking the power of God’s spirit
behind them. | hear that over and over. One optimeary jobs of a pastor te feed the flock
appeal to all pastors to spend 20-30 hours on s&chon going forward, much of that time spent on
your knees with Bible and notepaper in hand. $peally have 30-40 messages in the mill,
“percolating” as | call it, begging God to put Hignd into them long before | give them.
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Some pastors love to spend all their time in pabkstudy and do not spend time visiting the
brethren, counseling, answering questions, prawatigthe brethren. Those are also ways we feed
the flock. But some like spending all their timsearching, writing, and studying. Sure, we’d all
love to do that. But that’s not the entirety of ygab description.

Worse yet, some pastors love spending so mucheoftime in personal pursuits. | saw this a lot in
the ministry. In golf, racquetball, going to theaspr gym. In teen and children’s camps and
activities. Others loved to hunt and fish a loto$é pursuits are not wrong in themselves. A pastor
has to have a life as well, and has to have timedosonal recreation. | understand that. But for
some, it started taking up a lot of time and evam®n time discussing the latest golf game, etc.

Another way salaried pastors fed themselves issiiyguoo much tithe money on a high living
lifestyle. They generally drive the best cars ia tiongregation, have a large home, the nicest suits
and have everything paid for — their car, theiunasices, car repairs, and all kinds of benefitsand
and on. Letters regularly go out asking brethrefdig deep” to support “the Work” — but much of
this money also goes to the pastors. In this ecgntime Sheep can’t dig much deeper, pastors!!!

Ezek 34:4 -NOT STRENGTHENING WEAK OR INJURED OR SEEKING THE LST

Pastors, especially outside of your immediate cegagion, who was weak or injured or lost whom
you sought out and strengthened, healed or found®2®&n within your congregation... If you can
list a lot of people, maybe this doesn’t apply tmy

Strengthening the weak does not mean the reseofdise — “ruling with harshness”, or cruelty. It
doesn’t mean bellowing at people who don’'t seeméasure up. It means being patient and helping
people with their problems, their depressions rtbaiiness, their discouragemémte weak”

brethren aren’t as much fun to be with as strongttaren so the wedaknd to be left oufThose who

are often depressed, unemployed, sick, poor, hargahor other issues, or doctrinal issues. Who
wants to focus on those issues? So the weak cagngeed. That must not be. | was actually trained
this way: “Don’t waste your time with time waste8pend your time on those who are contributing
to the Body.” As a 26 year old pastor, | dutifullyote that down. Now | see how wrong that was in
spiritual context. Our Master, left the 99 sheeg aent out looking for the 1 lost.

What about the “lost sheep”?don’t mean enticing sheep from another’s fold¢dmne to yours. |
mean someone who has plain quit on everythingldie&od, stopped praying and have given up.
There are thousands of them out there. Is it plessibfter praying about it first — that a loving
phone call from you - pastor, a word of encourag#reestatement saying you’ve missed them...
could it be that could re-ignite some hope in th&édn?lo you feel they are beyond being reclaimed?
How many who have quit coming to church servicesehgau been able to encourage back?

Yeshua actually said several times that His compmssas to go to the lost sheep of the House of
Israel (Matthew 10:6; 15:24). It was later whendéat His disciples into all the world, including
Samaria (Acts 1:8). We read before how when Haadwhimself to become a friend of Zacchaeus,
He said, He had come to seek the lost (Luke 19:A0y Shepherds under Him should do the same.
| showed recently howesus actively searched ftle formerly blind man who had been thrown out
of the synagogue, out of his sheepfold.
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Please be turning to James 5. | hope | successgfatlthis message across last timdérose who are
truly part of the Body of Christ will have His mget and will be doing the very same thing the Head
did and still does — finding lost she&fye will be finding ways to search out and recomnéth
those who have nowhere to go, feel alone, some & left the faith. Let's read a couple of
passages | take very seriously. Notice in Jam#seS;ontext is one who left the truth.

James 5:19-20

19 Brethrenif anyone among you wanders from the truth, and seome turns him back

20 let him know that he who turns a sinner fromeher of his way will save a soul from

death and cover a multitude of sins.

Daniel 12:3
Those who are wise shall shine like the brightrdédke firmament,
And those who turn many to righteousnesske the stars forever and ever.”

It's all too easy to just “let them go” when theale the truth, of all things. But we’re told: be a
gatherer, a connector of people, a reuniter ohflse Perhaps then, after befriending, we might have
a chance to help them find their way back to thi# fand to righteousness. Loving friendship first.

Luke 11:23- "..he who does n@atherwith me, scatters.”

So pastors — yes, that’s our job. Brethren — dorgalize there arormer pastors out here who also
could use some encouragement? Who would also togergerience God’agapelove from you?
Brethren, turning people back is not a job justdastors. You can, and should, do that as well.

Let’'s continueWhy am | going into this in depth? Let me repeat: Ido not believe healing will
happen until the Pastors acknowledge there was sgshic abuseof power, abuse of money in the
form of lavish living and a lack of concern for btBng, lost sheep. Once we publicly confess that
we were part of a system that handled things im@ @od condemns — and promise to do things
better going forward -- only then can | see onehegpening.

Ezek 34:4b — Ruling the Flock with violence and @ity

This is one of the big reasons so many have just Tjue stories of ministerial authoritarian

abuse are legionSo many have endless stories about either eldetsuoch leaders being rough
with them, barking at them, bellowing at them, nmgroughshod over them. And yes, | preach to
myself too and confess times | mishandled things tee done it too and ask forgiveness. Going
forward, it has to be better, more Christ-like. nMters, shepherds, please get on the phone and
acknowledge it to those you need to say sometloing t

Pastors too often got into a position of power, comand and control of people’s lives. In many
cases, they were just in their 20’s when this begaWe ordained too many men, too young, in too
much of a hurry. Men with no real life experiendten who had just been married, no kids, no
business experience, no child rearing experienc@ensonal marital experience yet, no experience
with teens, no experience with jobs and the sablaaith on and on and told them they were in
charge of the church. Many of these pastors areindleir 50’s to 70’s, and for the most part still
have not had a real job outside the ministry. Mstiliyhave not had to find work and deal with the
sabbath. Now they have some life experience at. I8asv they're grandpas themselves and
hopefully have mellowed, and | am confident mangngnpastors have mellowed.
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Too many pastors over the years seemed to hava#tok oftaking the joy out of salvation(Ps
51:12). Going to worship Yahweh should be excitiing, loving, heart-warming, and encouraging —
and yes, at times corrective — but overall, ouvkaly Father is known as the Eternal God of love,
joy, peace, kindness and gentleness and morethéliruit of His spirit describe what He is like.

Yeshua'’s first miracle: water into 150 gallons ioiefwine, after the other was used up. He was
called a friend of tax collectors and sinners; lattgn and a drunk (wine bibber)” Luke 7:34. Of
course He was no glutton or drunkard, but neithes tte so straight laced. He could have fun. So
pastors, let’'s preach the truth, but let's be ah®d Let’s let the JOY of God’s salvation bubble u

Pastors, | think one of the biggest steps we damttmbegin some healing and oneness, and to help
those who had quit on God to wake up and come tuattie fold — isan open and humble apology

to the brethren. I've done it to quite a few Igf@ne on one in many cases, and also in these
messages. It's not easy at all. But we have to heimirselves and do it, | think.

We preached that the #1 doctrine was Church Gowemhmand so no wonder we felt we could run
a church like a marine “boot camp” at times. No denthe pastor’s word was law and you never
dared cross him or question him. But Yeshua saydogfrine is love for God and #2 is love for
mankind — not abusive government.

But because of this over-emphasis on governmeopleavere afraid to say anything when the
pastor preached heresy or went off the rails iemtvays. They thought they should stay with the
ordained pastor, less they be going against “chgosternment”. What would they have done if
they had been an angel under Lucifer when he biegaff the rails? Lucifer was God’s anointed
cherub. If they'd have stayed under him, thinkingyt had to, for church government’s sake, they'd
be demons today. Think of it. Those who followedd¥gs call to worship the golden calf were all
executed. We do not attend worship services wheresderesy (such as the golden calf) is being
preachedAaron was a man of God over all — but we follow ggament only up to the point where
it is telling us to disobey God. Then we must o®gd rather than man.

Pastors looked at variofisnctionsin the body — such as apostle, evangelist, pasiteacher — as
positions ofrank, as positions of authority and power — and wielthed authority. Part of the
problem is that Romans 12:4 translates “functian”adfice”, implying authority and power. The
Greek “praxis” refers to a function, a work to lmnd, an act to be done.

WE'RE FAMILY, NOT ARMY

What we were supposed to have instead of rankaviasnily. God is the Father. Jesus is the older
brother and all the rest of us are all brotherssasigrs (Matthew 23:8) — each with our own

function, not rank so much. In fact, those who werthe Church’s college were told they were
going to the equivalent of the “West Point” of ttteurch. West Point is where army officers were
groomed and prepared. Military rank was the magehngelists were likened to generals, pastors to
captains. And it was wrong. The model is a loviagily, as Scripture clearly shows, not the army.

1 Timothy 5:1-2
Do not rebuke an older man, but exhort him asleefatyounger men as brothers, 2 older
women as mothers, and with all propriety, the yauivgomen as sisters.
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Do we see “Family” in those verses? If we had talteeone another, and treated one another as
family, this rank nonsense would have never gadtarted. What do we see here? A loving family
working together. Love is what will bind us togath&gain it comes down to “all lowliness and
gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with onethar in love...” (Ephesians 4:2).

All this applies maybe even more so to pastors dsas everyone. Now let's read more of God’s
instruction to pastors. Turn now to Matt. 23 pledsemind you, | preach to myself too.

Matthew 23:6-12 talking about the scribes and Phasees, or the religious leaders:
“They love the best places at featls, best seats in the synagogye©T ministerial
seating/parking] greetings in the marketplaces, and to be calleshéry, 'Rabbi, Rabbi.’

[literally ‘my Great one’] 8 But you, do not be called 'Rabbi'; for One is ydaacher, the
Christ,and you are all brethren[l don’t call my brother by Mr Shields! Nor wagter “Mr.

BarJonah”] 9 Do not call anyone on eartlyour father; for One is your Father, He who is in
heaven.10 And do not be called teachers; for One is yourches the Christ11But he

who is greatest among you shall be your servah€ And whoever exalts himself will be
humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted

Ministers, it's time to give up lofty titles if you have one.You know, even Rabbi” — the actual
letters in Hebrew mean “My Great One”. There isyddhe great one. Only One big name. Even
insisting on being calledVIr ” this or that as a religious title of honor is gigsous. | don’t call my
physical older brother “Mr. Shields”, so why wouldall a spiritual brother by “Mr.”? | can
absolutely respect someone and use their first n@mecan call someone “Mr.” but totally
disrespect him in my heart. The title is not whatweys respect. The heart, and how we treat one
another, is what conveys respect. It was simptgr?aot Mr. Bar-Jonah. “Presiding Evangelist”,
“Regional director” — these all smack of power, homility. Be a brother — not a dignitary. A
servant, not a lord. Sit with the brethr&erve, help, just be a brothévoid “head table” mentality
and avoid having “ministerial summits”. “Summit"Phat’s so wrong, so proud and so lofty.

Our flocks were poor, but we didn’t set a good exaple of how tithe dollars were spentYeshua
our King walked everywhere. Jesus didn’t get ayshiew chariot every 2 years. Salaried pastors
got a new sedan every 2 years. | think with the twfgithes, many ministers today are not salaried
and have no new “chariot” every 2 years. But sathpastors are still very well taken care of. The
quality of your car depended on your “rank”. So toisters even had (in UK) a Rolls Royce and
Jaguar—from tithe dollars. Yeshua slept on the gdonot in fancy hotels everywhere he went. He
served brethren — but we had brethren serving padioilding houses for some of them on free
labor in some cases. | could go on and on witHahish lifestyles.

We taught 3 tithes— butfull time salaried ministers never had to tithe"d @ 3¢ tithe. NeverAnd
did they ever panic when they got laid off and tatty to find a job without working on the
sabbath! I know! I've been there. That's one redsam my own business.

Luke 22:24-26
Now there was also a dispute among them, as tdwdiithemshould be considered the

greatest.25And He said to them, "The kings of the Gentgggrcise lordshipver them,
and those whexercise authoritpver them are calletenefactors' 26 But not scamong
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you; on the contrary, he who is greatest among kg inim be as the younger, and he who
governs as he who serves.

“Benefactors- that's interesting. If you were a “yes man” teetpastor and never questioned what
he did, he became the benefactor to you, In otleedsy you were rewarded. You got to give
sermonettes, or even split sermons at the FeaghéAgpou’d be more likely to be ordained a deacon
or elder. | hate to think that ever happened, o it did. Of course there are many deacons and
elders who are in their position because they wenmederful examples of service, humility and
should have been ordained. That's fine. But theé&bector” system certainly was in full swing in
too many places.

Should we respect the pastors and minister&Bsolutely. Seéleb. 13:7, 14; 1 Cor. 16:16; Phil.
2:25-30 (especially verse 29); 1 Thessalonians 5:12and many more.

But honor goes both wayMinisters, we are also toonorthebrethren Scripture after scripture tell
us that we are to “honor everyone” (1 Pet. 2:17¢. ke all to submib one anothe(Ephesians
5:21). Peter —in his section about elders — s&ysf you be submissive one anothér(1 Pet.
5:5). Ministersalsomust apply the scriptures to “esteem others b#tter yourselves” to
themselves as well!

Having said all this, yes there are false teachidrere are wolves in sheep’s clothing. There are
pastors we need to stay away from. Having said thahy of these disagreements are over style or
minor doctrinal differences or arguments over whiblve in charge. It comes down once again to
repenting, humbling ourselves, and esteeming oathanbetter than ourselves (Phil 2:3-4).

WHO will deliver God’s Sheep and make us ONE?

Ezekiel 34:11-12
11'For thus says the Lordd®: "Indeed! Myself will search for My sheend seek them

out. 12 As a shepherd seeks out his flock on the day hming his scattered sheep, so will |
seek out My sheep and deliver them from all thegdavhere they were scattered on a
cloudy and dark day.

v.16--"1 will seek what was lost and bring back what Wagen away bind upthe broken
and strengthen what wagk; but | will destroy the fat and the strong, andd¢hem in
judgment.”

As I've been showing over and over, the Body willwihat the Head wants. The Head accomplishes
what He wants, by using His body, just like you do.

So who will at least begin the process of findin@es lost sheep and unifying us? It will be
ANYONE who is a member of the Body finding otherbavhave quit or given up._It will be a lot

of "anyones” doing what they once thought “someonelse should do. It will be a lot of nobodies,
who once waited for a “somebody” to show up to tie work of unifying the body of Christit

will be a lot of ordinary people doing extraordingathings. It will be all who realize we have all
been called to be “kings and priests” — leadersblps. So each of us will now step up to the plate
and begin to bring the body together in our unigwgited way, with our special insight.
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So | personally do not expect it to be one suprdmenan leader who will bring us together. It will
be Yeshua, the Christ, working through and by HipiBt to move each and every part of his body
to start working together. We’'re all being called be leaders, and we all must start taking the
leadership way of thinking that each of us has alet in the success of a healthy, working Body
Each of us must be doing his/her own part to cbute the gifts you've been given, to gather people
together, to bring together, to love, to connexbefriend, to forgive and to esteem one another.
Each of us has to stand up to the plate, takeusnrat bringing something to the Body “as each part
does its share”, as Ephesians says. Somehow, ds,w&od knows those who are His and He will
bring union about.

#4 — SOME MEMBERS OF THE FLOCK ARE ALSO PART OF THE PROBLEM

Now let's continue in Ezekiel 34:17-24. It isn’t jst the Shepherds whom Yahweh is angry at.
By the way, let me state again: the God | serve sshappy God, a joyful God who can and
does also get very angry at times. Let’s not denytker side of our Father.

17" And you, O My flock, thus says the Eternal GotBehold, | shall judge between sheep

and sheep, between rams and gddiss it too little for you to have eaten up the good
pasture, that you must tread down with your feetrésidue of your pasture — and to have

drunk of the clear waters, that you must foul xsidue with your feet?9 And as forMy
flock, they eat what you have trampled with yowetfend they drink what you have fouled
with your feet."

20 Therefore thus says Yahweh Adotmthem: "Behold| Myself will judge between the
fat and the lean shee?1 Because YOU have pushed with side and shouldettguliall

the weak ones with your horngind scattered them abroad? therefore | will save My
flock, and they shall no longer be a prey; andll wdge between sheep and sheep.

23| will establish one shepherd over them, and fadl $#ed them — My servant David. He

shall feed them and be their sheph&®HAnd I, Yahweh, will be their God, and My servant
David a prince among them; I, Yahweh, have spoken.

So this scattering hadso been caused, partly at least, by abubnethreri Do you see why I've

had to say that each and every one of us need horgbly before our Maker in deep repentance and
seek His favor again? If you don't think you neéedepent, don’t forget that Laodecians are told to
repent. We modeled our fast after Daniel 9, whesndvaniel repented.

The sheep have a role in this. We should not haea drinking of defiled waters of false doctrine.
Neither should we have feared to step out of thepied down pasture — and find good pasture.

And again, note verse 21 — “you [the sheep] pustiddside and shoulder, butted out the weak ones
with your horns and scattered them abroad...”

If we would treat every single person on this ptdike we would if we dearly loved them, what
kind of church would we have? If we would treagmBysingle person as a brotherpotential
brother/sister, what awesome love we could have.
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Philippians 2:1-4

Therefore if there is any consolation in Christiify comfort of love, if any fellowship of the
Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 2 fulfill my yoby beinglike-minded, having the same
love, being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let mafliie done through selfish ambition or
conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each estedmrs better than himsel Let each of you
look out not only for his own interests, but also the interests of others.

Concrete ways to reach out:
» Like Jesus was to Zacchaeus — reach out. Be afriezt people know you miss them if they
have quit coming. Being a friend will make you meffective if and when they are ready to
talk.

* Send get well cards signed by everyone in your libaek for someone needing prayers in
another flock of a different sheepfold (church grpuLet them see you’re still considering
them “brethren”. “For if one member suffers, allmigers suffer with it...” ( 1 Cor. 12:26).

» your whole group go visit another flock once ev2mnonths. Baby steps Or better yet, you
decide individually to do so, every 5-6 weeks. Sténere you're getting fed for the bulk of
your time, but reach out to other brothers onca while.

| had hoped to have time to cover material on dystinad done wherever the words “one another”
shows up. It's an amazing study but I'll save tloatanother time. But just be aware of the many
verses which tell us how to treat “one anotherteepting, forbearing, forgiving, caring for, pragin
for, remembering, speaking to one another, conaioetanother, bear with one another, meeting
with one another, be likeminded with one anothste@m one another better, and on and on and on.
There’s one word that comes up far more often tharothers. That one word is to “love one
another”. To love one another is stated over are by Paul, Peter and John.

Unity will come, in God’s time and God’s way. Belein it, that true unity must be possible.

Let’s wrap up. I've been actively involved in a EBook goal of reconnecting with every single one
from our private college class. At the time we wiereollege, we all were part of the same church,
the same organization. Now we’re all scattereddlozen countries around the world and many have
left their beliefs. But they’re still my friends. &fe slowly finding each one and we’re submitting
photos of what it was like. There are endless fyabg at each other, and it’s like we're already
getting together — by internet. | don’t know whéhis will end, but just be a friend. Be there.

We’'re all different. In any expanded family, there the ones who are funny goofballs and some
serious minded ones. There are those who are esclard those who can't stand to be alone. There
are smart ones and ones not so smart. There greri@s and hard working ones. But they're all part
of the family!

God made us different from each other. Yahweh |loae®ty. Just look at his creation. Millions of
different kinds of life forms, flowers, bugs, tre@simals, and fish... all different.... And all paft o
His creation. We are like that too. We're all difat and He put each of us in His family for His
reasons. He wants us there. He wants you thereidrdes even a wretch like me there. We're all
forgiven wretches, by the way. . . and He’s tramsfog all these former recovering sinners into His
holy Children, His holy family, His one Body -- ase as He and His Son are one.
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It won’t be the same complete family without youeWeed pastors, we need brethren, we need all
of us coming together finally as one big happy fgnas diverse and different even as we are.

Don't forget Luke 11:23 — “...He who does not gathewith Me, scatters.” We have to be active
in this. We're in or out. God prefers we be hot orcold. We're either gathering or scattering.
There’s no in-between.

Can we accept what the Father has created? Caravenih those whom Father has forgiven? Can
we love all whom He loved, having forgiven them lehjet sinners? Can we forgive those who have
badly hurt us? Can we love those we feel don'’t las2 We must — for that is what children of God
do. For when we act and live and breathe like étattthat is proving we are His children. You see,
children look like their Father. They walk like th€ather. They sound like their Father. They are
extensions of the Family. One loving Family withdzas Father and with Christ as elder brother.

Let's read again what our Master Shepherd and Kayg. Don’t pretend all the “sheep” are just in
our familiar “church of God” groups. There may wiel many more scattered in other “folds”.

John 10:16
Other sheep | have which are not of this fold; ttedso | must bring, and they will hear My
voice; and there will be one flock and one shepherd

Time is short. | hope you will spread the newse fdimily is going to be one. The Body is one and is
coming together. You're in — or out. Come on, he You're either scattering — or gathering. We
need you to be a gatherer, a connector of peoglevédcome to the Passover, which is all about
redemption, forgiveness, acceptance and how Gakpawer our sins .... Let’'s apply that spirit to
one another.

Until next time, your brother in Christ — Philip iBlis. May God’s spirit of unity and love bring us
together in one. God bless you all.



