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ARE WE GUIDED BY GOD’S SPIRIT?, cont’d


Is God’s Holy Spirit ACTIVE in you? 
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All scriptures are NKJV unless noted otherwise. 
KEY WORDS:  Do you have God’s spirit? Active Holy Spirit. True repentance. Baptism in to Jesus Christ. Laying on of hands. Being transformed. 
** *** *****  
Summary: If you’ve ever wondered if you ever received God’s spirit, this sermon is for you. I’ll reveal the signs you have or don’t have God’s Holy Spirit. I go beyond that also, to show signs that you not only have God’s spirit, but that God’s spirit is ACTIVE and strong in your life; that you’re being LED by God’s spirit.
***  
Do you remember the day you were immersed in water baptism? I do. I was 18 years old, at a Bible college in England, it was mid December 1971, and it was chilly. I came up from the baptism all cold and wet, but very excited to finally be immersed. 
Then the minister laid his hands on my head, as he prayed for God to send His holy presence, the Holy Spirit of both God and Jesus according to Rom 8:9. At that point, Jesus’ promise that those who believe in his words would receive the indwelling of the Father and Jesus Christ themselves, through their Holy Spirit (John 14:23). When that happens we become the temple of God’s spirit, holy and set apart for God’s holy purposes. We accepted at that point that we received the Holy Spirit. 
I wasn’t any longer just Philip Shields, but a true child of God. After the laying on of hands, the pastor hugged me and said, ‘Welcome to the family of God, brother.”  He was a pastor. I was just 18. But he called me his “brother.”  Tears welled up in my eyes. 

But sooner or later, we all can start wondering if we ever really received God’s Spirit – especially if we don’t see as big a transformation in our lives as we thought would hopefully happen, now with the Holy Spirit. So eventually, we all wonder if we have, or still have, or even ever received God’s Holy Spirit. 
What causes these thoughts is that we all still sin, we fall short of perfection,  or stumble spiritually far more often than we think we should be -- and so we start to wonder, “How can I repent of sins but then repeat some of the same ones again and again and consider myself a true child of God?”  And in cases of really, really big sins, we could even wonder “How could I really even have God’s spirit and DO what I just DID?”

Of course remember that  “to repent” is more than feeling bad or sad or sorry – but it is when we TURN away from the sinful way. We TURN back to God. Repenting is a turning point of our lives. We must remember that. We probably have thought we have repented many times, but just felt bad – without really changing. 
So today I want to discuss this matter first of all of how we can know we have God’s Spirit, then discuss that if we have God’s spirit – is God’s presence ACTIVE in us? And why do we have doubts? How can we know we are LED by God’s spirit? 
Why is this so vital? 

· Romans 8:9 says without the Spirit of Christ, we are not HIS. 

· Rom 8:14 says only those who are LED BY God’s spirit are his children. God’s spirit has to be ACTIVE  in us. IS IT? 
Rom 8:14  “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.” 

So let’s first find out if you and I even have God’s spirit, and 2nd: is God’s spirit ACTIVE in us? Are we being LED by God’s spirit actively? 
I also suggest you all study my 2 part sermons on “Who and What is the Holy Spirit?”  I promise you,  you’ll be given tons of food for thought. I have various teachings about the Holy Spirit on this website. Here’s part 1 of this two-art series:  https://www.lightontherock.org/index.php/sermons/message/who-or-what-is-gods-holy-spirit-part-1-new?highlight=WyJnb2QncyIsImhvbHkiLCJzcGlyaXQiXQ==   
Are you sure you even HAVE GOD’S SPIRIT? 
 The PROCESS to receive Holy Spirit:  Peter, on the day of Pentecost, explained clearly HOW one receives God’s Spirit. 

Acts 2:38

“Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the GIFT of the Holy Spirit.”
So we MUST first REPENT of our sins and receive God’s loving forgiveness – and we can also receive God’s own righteousness now. “To repent” means TURNING AWAY from the way of life of sin as we fear to disobey God but completely surrender now to Him and tell Yeshua/Jesus we want him to be our Savior. Then we must be immersed into water in the name of JESUS (or Hebrew Yeshua), and then we receive the Holy Spirit upon the laying on of hands by the ministry. That’s the typical process. 
The deacon Stephen had preached and baptized many in Samaria, but had not laid hands on them. So Peter and John went to Samaira, laid hands on those who had been baptized and they received the spirit. (Acts 8:14-17). Later on, some who were rebaptized by Paul also received God’s spirit after he laid hands on them (Acts 19:6)  Timothy received the Holy Spirit when Paul laid hands on him (2 Timothy 1:6). 

Normally the sequence is repent (and turn from your sinful ways), then be immersed in the name of Jesus picturing burial and washing away your sins, then have hands laid on you for receiving the Holy Spirit. The exception to this process was Cornelius, the Gentile centurion in Acts 10:30-48, who was called by God and given the Holy Spirit before being baptized as a sign from God that He was accepting Gentiles into the body of Christ. 
So that’s the process. Did YOU follow those steps? Repent/turn, be baptized by immersion into the body of Christ (Gal. 3:26-27; Rom 6:3-5) and then had an ordained minister lay his hands on you? If so, then so far so good for you. 
But if you did not first repent and then be baptized, with laying on of hands, you may not have God’s spirit. Seek after God and do what you need to do. 

Another point: In EVERY case in the book of Acts, they baptized into Christ - –NOT at all into the trinity of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The words “of the Father and  Holy Spirit” were not in the original Matthew 28:19 directive. Historian Eusebius says they were added by pagan emperor Constantine to have a good Trinity verse. And EVERY baptism we can read about in the book of Acts was always just into the name of Jesus as the apostles actually totally obeyed what Jesus had told them (Acts 2:38; 8:16; 10:48; 9:45; Gal 3:26-27). We’re baptized into the body of Christ BY the spirit – not into the body of our Father or Holy Spirit. 

Africa: I’ve been wanting to give this sermon for some time but I’ve focused a lot of time on the many God is calling in East Africa, several thousands now, who needed much help and teaching. If you ever feel moved to help me with donations to spread the true full gospel in Africa, to work with such incredibly poor people who badly need Bibles, plus water filters to avoid typhoid and cholera -- I could sure use your help. So right now we’re deeply focusing on giving every household in LOTR in Kenya and Tanzania a free water filter. Nobody seems to have tap water and have to collect water to drink from dirty contaminated water – causing typhoid and cholera and even the DEATH recently of a 17 year old son of one of our pastors caused by contaminated water. So I’m asking you to help us please. Your brothers and sisters in Christ in Kenya and Tanzania cry out for some help from you. 
So back to the topic: being SURE we all have God’s spirit first of all and that God is ACTIVE in our lives. Your spiritual life should not be just about being part of a particular church, or set of beliefs, or the fact you sing in the choir. It’s a relationship. 
Why study this? This teaching I hope will either put your mind at ease – or give you the steps to receive powerfully God’s Holy Spirit. I recommend you all study my sermons on “Who or what is God’s Holy Spirit ?”  Here’s part 1. 

https://www.lightontherock.org/index.php/sermons/message/who-or-what-is-gods-holy-spirit-part-1-new?highlight=WyJnb2QncyIsInNwaXJpdCJd  
Sinning after baptism
Now what about sinning after baptism? Can we sin and still keep or have God’s Holy Spirit? Yes, we can and we all sometimes do sin from time to time even after being baptized. Even Paul admitted to too often still doing that which he hated (Rom 7:14-19). I’ll discuss this much more fully in another sermon on “He who Prevails.” 
When we stumble in sin, it’s easy to wonder how we could really have God’s spirit and yet do some bad things or have sinful thoughts, like we sometimes do. Then we can even start thinking God’s ashamed of us, angry at us, and probably wants to kick us out of his family. IN shame, more than a few even become reluctant to even pray or seek God anymore. We feel ashamed of ourselves and feel God is ashamed of us so some can tend to not even pray to Father or Jesus for a while! Big mistake. 
So I hope this teaching today puts us back on solid footing about this. 

When we repented, ALL our sins were washed away in the blood of the Lamb. 

1 John 1:8-9

“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from ALL unrighteousness.”

So that clearly says when we sin and confess to him our sins, God forgives and cleanses ALL our repented sin, no matter how bad it was. Here’s  great verse:

1 John 2:1-2 from the Good News Translation:
“I am writing this to you, my children, so that you will not sin; but if anyone does sin, we have someone who pleads with the Father on our behalf -- Jesus Christ, the righteous one.”



Jesus is our Intercessor between us and God our Father. 
But some see that 1 John 3:9 SEEMS to say in the KJV and NKJV and others, that once we’re born from above, we cannot sin. But other scriptures make it clear that even believers do still sometimes sin, as Paul admitted. Other translations give the meaning that we don’t make sinning our way of life, we don’t practice sin  -- but we do stumble in sin. Here’s another translation that makes the point clearer: 
1 John 3:9  NASU (New American Standard Updated)  
“No one who has been born of God practices sin, because His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin continually, because he has been born of God.”
Or the “international Standard version” –“…he cannot go on sinning,”  

We’re told In Hebrews 2:11 that Jesus is not ashamed to call you and me His brothers and sisters. Remember that verse. 
So in the New Covenant, we are not cut off from God when we sin after we have received the Holy Spirit, like it was in the Old Testament. But these are not our way of life. Someone born of God does not continue in sinning ( 1 John 3:9). In the New Covenant, we’re urged not to sin, but to understand that Jesus doesn’t abandon us when we DO sin, but He actually defends us. Jesus DIED for you while you were a sinner (Rom 5:8). He’s your friend and will remain your friend. He will complete what he started in you. 
Philippians 1:6

“being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ;”
Be sure to study a coming sermon on being a “prevailer” or overcomer over sin, with God. It’s all about putting old sins truly behind us and having the victory in Christ over sin, Satan and the world. 
 In that sermon I will also explain how we can defeat sin coming into our life after baptism – many lessons I myself had to learn too. WHY do we still sin? How do we STOP that? Can we stop that? I’ll touch on it in this sermon but the MEAT of that topic will be in the coming sermon titled “He who PREVAILS (Overcomes)…”  

SIGNS you have God’s Spirit
*** If you did repent and were properly immersed/baptized and had hands laid on you to receive the Holy Spirit, you probably do have the Spirit. 

Like I said earlier, you have to have God’s spirit to be considered one of Christ’s (Romans 8:9), and LED BY God’s spirit being active in us to be a child of God (v.14). 

*** If you understand God’s word, that’s a sign of the Holy Spirit in your life. Without the Holy Spirit you will not understand spiritual things. 
1 Corinthians 2:9-12  Holman Bible 

‘But as it is written:

What no eye has seen and no ear has heard,

and what has never come into a man’s heart,

is what God has prepared for those who love Him. [Wow!]
10 Now God has revealed them to us by the Spirit, for the Spirit searches everything, even the deep things of God. 11 For who among men knows the concerns of a man except the spirit of the man that is in him? In the same way, no one knows the concerns of God except the Spirit of God.” 

And as time goes on, you’re seeing more and more in God’s word. We have to have God’s Holy Spirit  to understand the scriptures! If you ARE, you likely HAVE God’s spirit. 
Jesus even said the Holy Spirit will bring back scriptures into your head 

John 14:25-26

 "These things I have spoken to you while being present with you. 26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.”

In fact, if you now LOVE studying the Bible, that’s ALSO a good sign you have God’s spirit. And Bible study and prayer are not just items on our to-do checklist. 
 The CARNAL NATURE without God’s spirit, has zero interest in the things of God. But WITH God’s spirit, you want to deeply know God and His Son. 


Rom 8:7 says the carnal mind hates God and cannot subject itself to God and his laws. 
*** If you have God’s spirit, you not only understand God’s word, but you DELIGHT in studying His word and talking with Him in prayer. Be sure you READ and STUDY your own Bible daily. Man shall live by every word of God. You in Africa: Be saving up to buy your own Bible for every adult. We’ll help you with some of that. But save and buy your own so every adult has his or her own Bible. 
We now LOVE God with all our soul and being, and deeply love one another. LOVE is at the core of the new covenant. We delight in the relationship. We used to have to put “Pray” on our to-do list but not any longer. Now we’re having frequent contact with God and Christ many times each day. 
 Remember we’re told to “pray always” (2 Thess 1:11; Luke 21:36). We do this by constant contact throughout the day in many short contacts and prayers to the Almighty who happens to be our Father. 
And we also pray to Jesus. Of course we do. No Bride who is going to marry someone believes she can only talk to her Fiancé’s father. We can talk to God the Father of course, but also to the One we will marry – Yeshua the Messiah, the Son of God. Many did, like Stephen when he was dying from stoning (Acts 7:57-60). 
Rom 8:26, 34-35  The Holy Spirit is JESUS in us. HE is the spirit (2 Cor. 3:17). Jesus himself intercedes for us as we pray. Read those verses.
 John 14:23 — God the FATHER Yeshua the Son of God both come make their abode in us through their spirit. God’s presence then is IN us. 
Experience prayer as interacting with God. Pray many short prayers through out the day. Learn to make this a 2-way conversation and sometimes just stop, quietly listen and say, “Father, Lord, I’m listening. Do you have something to say to me?”  You’ll be surprised at how often you will get responses over time – if you listen. 
***  We find ourselves now despising sin more and more – and no longer enjoying the pleasures of sin as much as we used to but feel terrible after. There still is some temporary pleasure in sin, but someone with an active Holy Spirit will increasingly dislike what used to be sinful pleasures, building instead a close relationship with God. Yeshua said, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments” (John 14:15). If that’s happening to you, you have God’s spirit. 

Paul did say in Romans 7:15 --  “what I want to do I do not practice. But that which I HATE  I do at times.”  If you don’t find you HATE your old sins happening again, as you do them,  much deeper repentance with fasting and seeking deeply after God has to happen in you, because clearly God’s Holy Spirit is not all that active in you. Someone with God’s spirit HATES sin.
*** ANOTHER great sign you have God’s spirit – is that we’re receiving strong thoughts and directions we know we didn’t originate. Yeshua said, “My sheep HEAR MY VOICE and FOLLOW me”  (John 10:16, 27 – do make a point to look up these scriptures). 
God still talks to his people, to you. But you have to turn off the NOISE around you. Turn off the TV. Turn off social media, Instagram, Facebook, X, Tik Tok, etc. What time wasters they are and they fill our minds with Satan’s world. Don’t always have noise going on or you will miss God’s thoughts, his soft whispers of direction to you.   Check out my sermon on “Hearing God’s Voice”
***  WE CAN’T STOP TALKING ABOUT Jesus. We’re not a secret Christian anymore. Now we’re sharing Jesus and spiritual things with others. Have to stop seeing evangelism as something you have to do, but get to do. 
Yeshua told his apostles in Acts 1:8, that “when power comes upon you, you will be my witnesses.”  We can read in the book of Acts how everywhere the apostles and even all the brethren went, they went preaching the Word (Acts 8:3-5).
Holy Spirit gives us boldness. Holy spirit is not a feeling we chase. It’s having Father and YESHUA LIVING IN US (John 14:23)
So if you have all those points I just discussed, yes you probably do have God’s spirit. 

SO you HAVE God’s spirit – but HOW ACTIVE is God’s presence?

The Holy Spirit begets us into the family of God. 1 Peter 1:3 and makes us his (Rom 8:9)

Jesus was very clear as he talked to the Pharisee Nicodemus at night. 

John 3:3

“Jesus answered and said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." 

With the coming of Jesus to earth as God’s son, God gave those He is calling now, like YOU -- the right to be children of God, born from above (John 1:12-13). 

John 1:12-13

“But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: 13 who were BORN, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.”
1 Peter 1:22-23

“Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart, 23 having been BORN AGAIN, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever,”

Having the Holy Spirit ACTIVE in us, being a true child of God, is not just based on RELIGION, or how many church services you attend, or all that you do in church, but on a relationship that makes us NEW. We should now be a NEW creation in Christ Jesus. 
1. IF LED BY God’s Spirit, OUR LIFE IS TRANSFORMING, CHANGING for good because we receive a NEW SPIRIT, A NEW HEART from God. We’re becoming CONVERTED. 
2 Corinthians 5:17

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a NEW creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.”

Those who are LED BY God’s spirit CAN’T keep living in the way they used to. We were selfish – we’re becoming generous. We were hot-headed, now we’re peaceful. We’re changing BECAUSE of God’s spirit in us. And others can see this difference. 
Romans 12:2

“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”

This is not just behavior modification, but a total rebirth. Sin now disturbs us greatly. If our lives are not truly changing, we need to go before GOD – as I have also – and totally surrender, ask and say out loud you want Yeshua to be your Savior and should now also be your new life (Col. 3:3-4). With Christ IN us, we truly want to become something you were not before. 
THIS IS NOT just about changing from Sunday-keeping to 7th day sabbath;  or no longer keeping Christmas or no longer eating pork. This is SO MUCH more. There’s a total change going on inside us. 

We CONVERT, CHANGE, we become DIFFERENT. We TRANSFORM by God’s spirit. 

ASK GOD to CREATE in you a clean, new heart and to stir up the Holy Spirit in you. Look what David prayed in Psalm 51, his prayer of repentance over the murder of Uriah -- when he realized how far he had strayed! YOU and I don’t create our own new clean heart. It has to come from God. GOD is the one and only Creator. 

Psalms 51:9-12

“Hide Your face from my sins,  And blot out all my iniquities. 

10 CREATE in me a clean heart, O God, 

And RENEW a steadfast spirit within me. 

11 Do not cast me away from Your presence,

And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me. 

12 Restore to me the joy of Your salvation,

And uphold me by Your generous Spirit.”

When did you and I last pray like that? Come before Yeshua and proclaim, “Lord Yeshua, my Savior, I surrender. I want this to be the real thing this time. Show me where I have to give up old ways, old sins – show me where I’m not seeking you enough. Give me YOUR precious new heart and fire up your spirit in me again. BE my LORD, be my Savior”    
Here's the problem though: we still also have our old human nature heart which doesn’t like God or His ways and laws. See Gal. 5:15-17. But God has given us a new heart also and these two fight each other. If we’re losing that fight more than winning it, it’s because we’re not focused enough on God’s word and his way. 
SO now we have the Jeremiah 17:9 heart which is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked – but we also now have the new heart from GOD, which loves his law and loves God. King David’s psalms were often “Oh how love I thy law…”

If someone asks you what kind of heart you have, the answer is, “I have a new heart from God and no longer just the old deceitful and wicked heart of Jer 17:9.”  

We can’t claim we know the Son of God but remain unchanged! 
1 John 2:3-6
“Now by this we know that we know Him if we keep His commandments. 4 He who says, "I know Him," and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 5 But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him. 6 He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked.”
Look at Saul of Tarsus – known to us as Apostle Paul. He hated the name of Jesus until Christ himself confronted him in blazing light (Acts 9). This changed everything. Now he witnessed to and about Jesus. Those who knew him before saw a profound change in him. People should start seeing profound changes in US also. 

Peter denied Christ 3 times, but once he received the Holy Spirit – he was willing to be beaten and persecuted and even later put to death – witnessing to Christ. 


Yeshua comes into us to forgive and reconcile us – but also to TRANSFORM US to be growing in HIS image, just like HIM. CHANGING. 
People who knew you before should see that you definitely are a different person than you used to be. If you haven’t seen someone for many years, and when you meet up again they say, “Why it’s great to see you again. You haven’t changed a bit.”  NO. That would be very discouraging to hear. We hope they see us as kinder, nicer, more loving, more concerned. 

We don’t just want religion – but real change. 


So when God’s spirit comes into us, we cannot continue wallowing in the mud of our old sins like a dirty pig. We have to come out of that and clean up. 
What sins are you TOLERATING and letting go on existing in your life? And if you did very sinful things in the past, no matter how bad it was, repent, turn back to God as the Prodigal son did. Come out of wallowing in the mud of the past and let people see GOD is creating a NEW you, starting NOW. 

Sinful things and activities and things we watched and did – now we HATE. 
2. IF GOD’S SPIRIT is ACTIVE IN US, we’ll be like newborn babies, deeply hungering for God’s word and we want to TALK to God, and Listen to Yeshua’s voice. 
It’s not an effort for a baby to remember to cry for milk. He knows he needs it! 

1 Peter 2:1-3

 “Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking, 2 as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may GROW thereby,  3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious.”

Now God’s Holy Spirit makes us CRAVE time in God’s word. Our very SURVIVAL depends on it. We become like thirsty deer by the brook. 

Psalms 42:1-2

“As the deer pants for the water brooks,

So pants my soul for You, O God. 

2 My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.

When shall I come and appear before God?”

FIND SOME QUIET TIMES when it’s just you and God, you and JESUS. When we first wake up, don’t immediately check your cell phones, or TikTok or text messages. NO, NO. Check in with your GOD first. 

Turn off the TV. Turn off your cell phone. Get quiet with God and you will start to hear his voice talking with you, leading you, giving you HIS thoughts, what HE wants you to do. Determine as your first thoughts to seek first our Father and Saviour and to seek to please God – even before you step away from your bed. 
Prayer and Bible study become our lifeline, our joy. It’s not a duty – but a JOY. So we’re trying to help our Tanzanian and Kenyan family to be sure they have their own beautiful Bible in their own beautiful languages. Please help us get God’s word into their hands. I can’t buy them all myself, but I need your help. HELP us help them. THEY also long for God’s presence. 
We don’t just read the Bible, so I don’t try to get through the whole Bible every year – but really FOCUS on each word. Even if just study 2-3 verses in a day – but ponder them, learn them. We’re not just reading – but hanging on to every word. I love reading and listening to the Bible as well. I often have The Bible being read to me as I do things, besides the deeply concentrated studies at my desk. 
2 Timothy 3:16-17

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work”

Let God’s word correct you, change you, help you grow. 

If you really have no desire to really study God’s truths, God’s word, talk to God about it and talk to your pastor. Maybe he needs to re-baptize you and lay hands on you again for the Holy Spirit. 
3. NOW WHEN WE SIN, WE FEEL REALLY BAD, A DEEP CONVICTION. 

Now we realize that when we sin, we are badly attacking and hurting the One who died for us. Sin is against the one we love. So David, in Psalm 51:4, says, “Against YOU and you only have I sinned and done this evil in your sight”. Ultimately all sin is against GOD. But now we feel DISGUSTED with ourselves when we sin! 
2 Corinthians 7:9-11  NKJV
“Now I rejoice, not that you were made sorry, but that your sorrow led to repentance. For you were made sorry in a godly manner, that you might suffer loss from us in nothing. 
10 For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be regretted; but the sorrow of the world produces death. 11 For observe this very thing, that you sorrowed in a godly manner: What diligence it produced in you, what clearing of yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what vehement desire, what zeal, what vindication! In all things you proved yourselves to be clear in this matter.”

The Holy Spirit CONVICTS us – makes us wake up to our sin. But GET THIS: God  does not CONDEMN us after we are in Christ (Romans 8:1). Paul says that AFTER talking about  how he still sometimes sinned. God does not condemn us once we’re his children when we sin. Remember that. He convicts us, drives us to repentance on our knees as we determine to change. But then when we sin, He defends us! He leads us to HIS very own righteousness. But He DEFENDS us. 
1 John 2:1-2  Good News Translation. 

“I am writing this to you, my children, so that you will not sin; but if anyone does sin, we have someone who pleads with the Father on our behalf--Jesus Christ, the righteous one. Christ is the sacrifice that takes away our sins and the sins of all the world's people.”  

So God’s conviction of our sins leads us to change, but we find Jesus actually becomes our Defense attorney! So don’t feel condemned by your sin. You’re not condemned, but DO cry out in real heartfelt repentance as sin convicts you. 
When was the last time you cried out with loud cries and tears in disgust * over your sins like David did, begging for God’s mercy? We’re no longer comfortable with sin. 

BEWARE of sins and behaviors that you’re starting to TOLERATE in your life that you know  you wouldn’t be doing if you could see Jesus right next to you all through the day! BEWARE of sins you’re starting to just dismiss. Those endless scrolling times on your cell phone on the various social media. What are you looking for? Wake up. Maybe you’re tolerating images that generate lust or other sins! 
4.  If guided by God’s spirit, we ask GOD to produce the fruit of His spirit in us, and we display it. It’s not our fruit, but the Spirit’s fruit. 
Let God’s spirit flow in you and we will automatically begin to SEE the proof of God’s presence in the way we become. Yeshua said we will know people by their FRUIT of their lives. But the fruit is produced naturally. We don’t have to STRIVE to be more loving, or work hard at kindness or patience – it should just come naturally when God’s spirit FLOWS in us. If that’s not happening, God’s spirit isn’t flowing strongly in us. 
John 15:4-5   Christian Standard Bible
“Remain in me, and I in you. Just as a branch is unable to produce fruit by itself unless it remains on the vine, neither can you unless you remain in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. The one who remains in me and I in him produces much fruit, because you can do nothing without me.”

Galatians 5:16-25 NET 

16 But I say, live by the Spirit and you will not carry out the desires of the flesh. 17 For the flesh has desires that are opposed to the Spirit, and the Spirit has desires that are opposed to the flesh, for these are in opposition to each other, so that you cannot do what you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 
19 Now the works of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity, depravity, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hostilities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish rivalries, dissensions, factions, 21 envying, murder, drunkenness, carousing, and similar things. I am warning you, as I had warned you before: Those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God! 

22 But the fruit OF The SPIRIT IS love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  23 gentleness, and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24 Now those who belong to Christ have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also behave in accordance with the Spirit. 
The fruit of the spirit is a description of Jesus Christ. People should see Yeshua in us more and more. God’s character should be FLOWING out of us more and more. 

But it’s a natural outcome of having God’s spirit. An apple tree does not strive to produce apples. It just displays what the roots and tree produce. It’s the same with the fruit of the SPIRIT. It’s not the fruit of YOUR striving  by our own efforts to produce patience or love or kindness. It exudes out of us MORE NATURALLY when we have God’s Holy Spirit. 

And people should be able to see this in our lives more and more. 
5. When we’re being GUIDED by God’s spirit: you now have a PROFOUND LOVE for all people. Even your enemies. 

This is one of the most massive signs of God’s true people in the new covenant. Besides our witnessing to Jesus as our Savior, we also now have a profound love for one another, and we bless those who curse us, we pray for those who despitefully use us. And we even love our ENEMIES and even pray FOR them! 
Matthew 5:43-48
"You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.'  
44 But I say to you, LOVE your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you,  45 that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.  46 For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet your brethren only, what do you do more than others? Do not even the tax collectors do so?”
This kind of love WILL BE the evidence of God’s spirit. The Fruit of the sprit is LOVE. 

I could go on and on about signs of God’s spirit being active in you. 

I was going to talk about other points, like how now we can have TREMENDOUS PEACE, no matter what’s going on, because God is in us and all things are working out for his purpose. 
John 14:27   
“Peace I leave with you, MY peace I give to you; NOT as the world gives do I give to you. LET NOT your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” 

World’s peace depends on what circumstances are like.
God’s peace transcends circumstances. 
Stop trying to fine tune circumstances to get peace. 
In WORRISOME TIMES, we’ll all initially struggle  -- but then we cast all our cares upon Him who cares for us. And like Peter in the jail cell – able to sleep through the crisis (Acts 12). Paul and Silas were singing and praying in a dungeon, after being beaten with rods and God delivered them (Acts 16:18-34). 
AND FINALLY – WHEN FILLED BY GOD’S SPIRIT, WE can’t help but proclaim and talk about JESUS The Messiah, the Son of God, as our Savior, Captain, Leader and guide. We’re not secret disciples. 
I hope you feel you have God’s spirit – but I also hope you ask God to REKINDLE his Holy anointing of you by His spirit and stir it into flame in your life. I hope you see we likely DO have God’s spirit but need to focus more on the Spirit and stir it up. Let’s study and pray more. Yearn to hear God’s voice to you. As one of Jesus’ flock, listen for his voice (John 10:27). Pray for lots of God’s love to flow out of you. Pray for God to transform you by the renewing of your mind. And let’s proclaim Yeshua as the promised Messiah and Savior. Having and activating God’s spirit must be REAL for us. To God be the glory and praise.
