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Summary:

Passover will be here soon. In Luke 22:20 Yeshua (Jesus) said the cup was the New
Covenant in His blood. This sermon will help you make a more conscious connection
between the New Covenant and the Passover emblems. What makes the New Covenant
“new” or “better”? Is it really just the same as the Old Covenant minus the Aaronic
priesthood, sacrifices and temple? Learn how it's much, much more than that. Too many
are saying they're in the New Covenant but acting like they’re still in the Old Covenant.

Warm greetings to all of you who come to this website from around the world. If you're led
by the Spirit of our holy Father in heaven, you are a child of God and part of His Household.

Please print out the notes first. | strongly recommend you hear the audio AND print out
these notes and follow along that way. The notes are not exactly like the audio but will
help you follow along. There are a lot of scriptures and thoughts in this message.

In a few weeks the New Covenant Passover will be observed by those of us who keep the
holydays and feasts of our Creator. Please turn to Luke 22. WHY am | talking about the
New Covenant in terms of the Passover that’s coming up? Have you consciously tied the
New Covenant to the Passover recently? | hope by the end of today’s sermon you’ll
understand the connection between Passover and the New Covenant much more
profoundly. It's very heart-warming, sobering and loving - - all at the same time.

I wrote a blog recently about whether there is a truly “NEW” covenant or is it just a
“Renewed” covenant. | hope you take time to read it, as there are major implications
between saying “new” or just “renewed” — just like a new transmission is not the same thing
as a renewed or rebuilt transmission. If you believe in just a “renewed” covenant, you're
probably missing out on the glorious truths of the New Covenant and staying stuck in the
Old Covenant — one the Bible says is becoming obsolete and passing away.

| have a few questions for you:

e Areyou and I truly relishing and enjoying this New Covenant?

e Do we understand how new and how different the New Covenant is from the Old
Covenant? lIs it really just a matter that we now have Christ instead of the High
Priest, and that there is no more physical temple and sacrifices? Is that really all that
makes them different?

I really believe all too many believers, even conservative sabbath-keeping law-respecting
believers, give nominal lip service that they are under a new or even a renewed covenant,
but think-act-believe as if they really are still under the Old Covenant.
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Our New Covenant today builds on the first covenant, but this new one is so much better,
has such better promises, and offers so many more benefits never offered in the old one.

e Are we deeply aware of the gravity and seriousness of entering into covenant with
God?

e When I say “covenant”, honestly, do you conclude “oh dear, this is going to be a dry
subject”? | want to assure you, once you really understand the VAST differences
between the New Covenant and the Old Covenant, you should get pretty excited!

You see, the concept of “covenant” is woven into the very fabric of understanding Passover
and the plan of God. During Yeshua’s “Last Supper” Passover meal with his disciples, he
washed feet (John 13:1-10), broke and ate unleavened bread with them and then they also
drank of His cup of red wine. Here’s what Yeshua said about that:

Luke 22:20
Likewise He also took the cup after supper, saying, "This CUP is the New Covenant
in MY blood, which is shed for you.”

We connect the concept of drinking from the cup -- with forgiveness of our sins, and
correctly so, but let’s also be connecting it very strongly with New Covenant, as that is in
fact what Yeshua says. And the Greek word for “new” here is in the original, and it is
“kainos” — meaning qualitatively new, something that has not been before, vs. “neos” —
meaning “newer in time, or even renewed.” The Greek here is “kainos” — something
uniquely new.

(This is repeated also in Matthew 26:28 and Mark 14:24 but the word “new” in those 2 texts
may have been added, so I prefer to use Luke 22:20 which clearly includes “new” in the
original text. Alsoin 1 Cor. 11:25-26.)

When you and | drink of the Master’s cup at Passover, we are entering into covenant
with him. You are making a solemn agreement sealed by His blood, not yours. This is not
something God takes lightly at all, and neither should we! He died and shed his blood so
you and I could be in a New Covenant with him. This covenant is serious and deserves our
attention.

The Hebrew for “Covenant”

The Hebrew word for “covenant” is “berit” or “beriyth” (Strong’s 1285)— thought to come
from the Hebrew word “barah” meaning “to cut”. They would “cut a covenant”, not
just make a covenant. Usually there was blood involved in the agreement. Usually an
animal was cut into pieces and the parties making the agreement walked between the cut
pieces and in all that blood — to basically say, “This is what will happen to the offending
party: death, to the person who does not abide by this covenant.”

A covenant was a legal agreement and commitment between two or more parties. God
works with us by covenants. He gives His word — and we give ours. Each is bound by the
terms of the covenant. God uses His covenant to redeem us-- and in the New Covenant to
promise and guarantee us eternal life in and through Yeshua the Messiah. ALL of this is
profoundly connected to the New Covenant Passover.
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There were many other covenants in the Bible between 2 men, between 2 families, between
God and man and so on. For example, God made a covenant with Noah and his family,
sealed by sacrifices (Gen 8:20-21) and then God promised to never again destroy all life by a
worldwide flood, and the rainbow was his “signature” guarantee (Gen 9:8-17).

There were numerous covenants between people: Joshua and the Gibeonites, Abimelech
and Abraham and so on.

Later God made a covenant with Abraham. In Genesis 12, he promises the
land of Canaan to his descendants (see also Nehemiah 9:8; Gal. 3:17).

Then later, in Genesis 15:6-21, God promises that Abraham would have a son,
and Abraham understood this to also mean the promised Messiah would come through that
line (Galatians 3:16). In Gen 15 you'll read about the cut-up animal pieces and how GOD
passed through those bloody animal pieces (the burning oven representing God’s presence).
But God had put Abraham into a deep sleep (Gen 15:12) as God spoke the promises in a
dream or vision. Abraham himself did not walk through the cut up pieces. That agreement
was apparently a one-sided covenant made only by God, promised to Abraham.

The solemn meaning of the cutting of the covenant — is described in Jeremiah 34:18-19
for example:
“Those who have violated my covenantand have not fulfilled the terms of the
covenant they made before me, | will treat like the calf they cut in two and then
walked between its pieces.”

Then in Genesis 17, YHVH gave the covenant of circumcision as one of the signs of His
covenant people. It was ratified once again by cutting, by blood, in circumcision of the male
foreskin, a seal or sign of his people. In the New Covenant, hinted at by Moses and others,
there would be a circumcision of the heart (Deuteronomy 10:16; 30:6).

Gen 17:14, any disobedient uncircumcised male would be “CUT OFF” from the people.
So there were those covenants — and more — but those were not the Old Covenant.
What was the “Old Covenant”?

But none of these covenants we’ve just discussed were themselves the “Old Covenant”,
though elements of them did become a part of the Old Covenant — like the promise of the
land of Canaan to Israel and the Circumcision covenant.

There actually is no scripture in the Bible that says “Old Covenant”. Did you know that?
Since scripture speaks of a “NEW” covenant, we mankind are the ones calling it OLD
Covenant. The first covenant is described, however, as growing old and obsolete, ready to
vanish away — Hebrews 8:13.

The NEW Covenant, by contrast, is described as “the everlasting covenant” —
Hebrews 13:20.

That “Old Covenant” is also called “the first Covenant” in various scriptures (Heb. 8:7; 9:1;
9:15, 18). The “Old Covenant” was the covenant made at Mt Sinai when God gave
them His Torah, His laws, His commandments, statutes and judgments. YHVH refers to
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that covenant at Mt Sinai when He brought them out of Egypt (Jeremiah 31:31-32). The
people agreed to the terms and laws and promised to obey them. Moses ratified it by
sprinkling the people with blood near Mt. Sinai in Arabia.

Exodus 24:6-8

And Moses took half the blood and put it in basins, and half the blood he sprinkled
on the altar. 7 Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read in the hearing of the
people. And they said, "All that YHVH has said we will do, and be obedient.” 8 And
Moses took the blood, sprinkled it on the people, and said, "This is the blood of the
covenant which YHVH has made with you according to all these words."

The covenant included the 2 tablets of the 10 commandments, called “the tablets of the
covenant” (Deut. 9:9, 11; Hebrews 9:4). God'’s laws, the 10 Commandments, were written
by the hand of God on to two small tablets of stone that Moses could hold in one hand
(Deut 9:15).

Ex 34:28 —“...the words of the covenant, the 10 commandments.”

Deuteronomy 4:13
“So He declared to you His covenant which He commanded you to perform, the
Ten Commandments; and He wrote them on two tablets of stone.”

Those 2 tablets were placed inside the ark in the Holy of Holies, so it was named the “ark of
the covenant”. But make no mistake about it, the 10 commandments were at the core of
the Old Covenant, as Deut 4:13 says — “His covenant...the 10 commandments...”

So the Old Covenant was written on stone. The New Covenant is written into our hearts.
The Old Covenant included the 10 commandments and rules of worship -- Hebrews 9:1.

The Old Covenant was really a Wedding Covenant between God and Israel at
Mt Sinai. “For your Maker is your husband..” (Isaiah 54:5; Jeremiah 31:32 — “though |
was a husband to them....”)

In these covenants, both parties enter a solemn oath; it is witnessed by God himself so we're
getting into the Divine sphere. Scripture repeatedly speaks of either “keeping” the covenant
or “violating”/breaking the covenant. Implied heavily in the topic of covenant is the
concept of faithfulness. Remember the Mt Sinai covenant was really a wedding covenant
between God and his people —who were to be His Bride.

TODAY in the New Covenant we are betrothed to God also — as a chaste virgin and
the covenant vows are real. (2 Corinthians 11:2; Ephesians 5:25-27 — the church).

Broke their Covenant with God

Then Moses went up into the mountain with God, and while there, what did the Israelites
do to and with their Wedding Covenant? They had said “All that YHVH says we will do.”
But then they broke their Covenant! They committed spiritual harlotry and adultery with
the false god, the gold calf, in the NAME OF YHWH, no less. Remember Aaron said
“tomorrow will be a sacred feast day to YHVH” — as they cavorted and danced around the
golden calf-god they had made (Exodus 32:4-5). God is not only furious over this, but also
is very, very hurt. His pain is clearly felt as you read his words.
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As we speak of Old and New Covenant specifically, let's remember that one Party to the
covenant is always the Creator, God YHVH. His perfect holiness was in the first covenant,
and it is present in the New Covenant. When God bound his covenant at Sinai, later Joshua
renewed that covenant in Joshua 24 in his famous “As for me and my house, we shall
serve YHVH” statement ... but really that was all part of the same covenant made at Sinai; it
was just being brought to the fore again. It was also renewed later by kings Asa and Joash
and possibly others. Each year, as we drink of that cup of wine we also are renewing our
commitment to the New Covenant. Yah is the one who sets all the terms of the Old and
New Covenants. Be turning to Hebrews 10 please.

How serious is this covenant we are making with Yahweh? In all my talk about how great
the New Covenant is, and all the wonderful things God does in and for us, | don’t want
anyone to think it is not a deeply serious commitment and covenant we are partaking of.

Hebrews 10:28-31

“Anyone who has rejected Moses' law dies without mercy on the testimony of two or
three witnesses. 29 Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be
thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, COUNTED THE
BLOOD OF THE COVENANT by which he was sanctified a common
thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace? 30 For we know Him who said,
"Vengeance is Mine, | will repay,"” says the Lord. And again, "The Lord will judge His
people.” 31 Itis a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”

So do you see why | started with Luke 22:20 — with Yeshua, the Son of God, proclaiming the
Passover Cup was his blood of the New Covenant? We are so thankful for His sacrifice and
praise Him for his love in taking all the penalties for us — but we must also take this very
seriously and soberly and in a worthy manner, appreciating all He has done.

THE WRATHFUL PENALTY OF BREAKING THE COVENANT

To understand the GLORY of the New Covenant, we first have to understand fully that
when the Old Covenant was broken, Yahweh became very, very angry. That was part of the
deal. YOU break it, YOU get punished. You keep it, you get blessed. This is a very
important part of the Old Covenant. Sometimes God’s wrath was instant and severe — as in
the cases of Nadab and Abihu, and Achan’s sin and so many others.

In the New Covenant, the penalties are still very severe, only this time God has given a
remedy, pictured by what the Old Covenant Passovers all pointed to: Christ’s Passover at
Calvary.

So in Exodus 19:5 God tells Israel: “obey my voice and keep MY covenant, and you
shall be a special treasure...”

Part of the covenant — old and New Covenants — is that we are being called to be a
holy nation, a special and unique people. One of the meanings of “holy” is “set apart for
holy use”. That DOESN'T mean we have nothing to do with the people of the world. NO! It
means we love them, engage with them, we are lights of God’s way to them, we speak to and
interact with them in a way that leads them to want to learn more about what makes you so
wonderfully different — but we don’t participate in the world’s ways or evils. (1 Cor. 5:9-12).
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Then particularly in Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28, God spells out the
blessings and cursings that come from keeping or breaking His covenant. The
blessings for keeping the covenant are wonderful: wonderful harvests, victory in war, peace
all around, great weather, protection from enemies, healthy families and on and on. If you
haven’t read those 2 chapters in a while, please do so.

But if you break the covenant, the list of curses were severe! Defeat in war, fear and
terror, running from enemies, bad weather, bad health, becoming a debtor nation and on
and on. Sound familiar to what you hear on the news? Guess who's been breaking the
covenant?

Bottom line: break the covenant and you die painfully UNLESS.... And we’ll
speak of the “unless” as we go along.

I think all too often we don’t consciously think of the seriousness of the covenant.

Even in the New Covenant times, God still gets wrathful when there is ungodliness and
unrighteousness — especially against anyone who will not accept Yeshua as their Savior.
Let's look at a few of the many scriptures on this:

We’'re told in Colossians 3:5-7 that we New Covenant folks must “put to death” the parts
of our lives that bring God's wrath on the sons of disobedience — such things as fornication,
uncleanness, passion, evil desire, covetousness and so on.

When we come into Yeshua (Jesus), we are delivered “from the wrath to come” (1
Thessalonians 1:9-10).

Don't think that you can be under the New Covenant but deliberately continue to live a life
of intentional sin. In the New Covenant we have been called to change, to put on Christ, to
let HIM live in us. In Colossians 3:1-4 we are told that we are to have died to the self and
our lives are now “hidden in Christ in God. When Christ who is our life appears, then you
also will appear with him in glory.”

But I'm getting ahead of myself.... the New Covenant IS so exciting. But it’'s not a free pass
to keep living the old way and thinking you can get away with that!

The Problem with the Old Covenant

God'’s first covenant was great. It reveals the mind of God. It shows us HOW to
love God and HOW to love people. If everyone kept it perfectly, it would be a
wonderful world. But there was a serious problem connected to it. It wasn’t the covenant —
but the people.

NOBODY could keep it perfectly. And NOBODY did or could — until the Son of God
came. David and Paul and so many others make the point — there is none truly and
perfectly righteous but one, and that is God. Even Yeshua said no one is good but God
(Matthew 19:17). So that means there’s a problem with the first covenant. In its perfection,
no one could keep it! Until Christ did, who was the very son of God, conceived by the Holy
Spirit so he was not tainted by being born in sin, as all mankind has been since Adam
(Romans 5:12). Christ was not born in sin.




Yeshua, the Passover and the New Covenant, cont’'d. 7

Hebrews 8:7-10

“For if that first covenant had been faultless, then no place would have been sought
for a second. 8 Because finding fault with THEM, He says: "Behold, the days
are coming, says the Lord, when 1 will make a New Covenant with the house of Israel
and with the house of Judah — 9 NOT according to the covenant that | made with
their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of
Egypt; because they did not continue in My covenant, and I disregarded
them, says the Lord.”

Here’s the problem: you break the covenant, you incur God’s wrath. That has not changed.
So what God did was to send Yeshua to live perfectly, then that innocent young man/son of
God took upon himself all the wrath of God for every sin ever committed by every human
being since Adam and Eve.

BUT there is this caveat: he takes ONLY the sins of sinners who accept Him as
their Savior. Until and unless that happens, the sinner is still responsible for
his own sins and under the wrath of God.

Hebrews 9:15 (read slowly)

“And for this reason He is the Mediator of the New Covenant, by means of
death, for the redemption of the transgressions under the FIRST covenant, that
those who are called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.”

Rom 5:8-10

“But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners,
Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, having now been justified [made righteous] by
His blood, WE SHALL BE SAVED FROM WRATH THROUGH HIM. 10 For if
when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son,
much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.”

So we're continuing with the differences between the Old and New Covenants.

The Old Covenant: you sin, you die. You break God’s laws, you incur God’s wrath on
YOU. You're responsible for your own sins. Oh, they had sacrifices — but those could not
take away sin or even the penalty, except temporarily (Hebrews 10:4). They pointed to
Christ.

New Covenant: you sin — but if you accept Jesus as your savior, HE takes the
wrath on Himself that was supposed to go on you. We just read that in Romans
5:9—"“we shall be saved from wrath through Him”. That’s what happened on Passover day
almost 2000 years ago. He took God'’s wrath for you —on to Himself — so YOU wouldn’t
incur the anger of the Most High. “He who knew no sin became sin for us” (2 Cor 5:21)

You see God Most High sits on a throne that is called “the Mercy Seat” as He is incredibly
merciful. But he is also perfectly just. So when a law is broken, a penalty has to be paid;
wrath is incurred. And His eternal companion — Yeshua, the Word of God who came as the
Son of God, agreed to die for you and to accept the wrath that should have gone on you.

John 3:34-36
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35 The Father loves the Son, and has given all things into His hand. 36 He who
believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the
Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."

Upon Yeshua was poured out — on one man — all the wrath for every little and big sin
YOU and I did, for every terrorist act, for every rape, murder, every perversion, every lie,
every single one — all at one time, on that son of God, perfect and holy — on the tree at The
Place of the Skull — CALVARY.

Believing in Yeshua, and having complete trust and obedience to Him, is at the heart of the
New Covenant.

If we're under the New Covenant it does NOT mean we get a free pass to live as
we used to, except now we feel Christ takes all the wrath. He does take all the
wrath, but as we read in Hebrews 10 and also you can read it in Hebrews 6, if we take his
sacrifice lightly, you will incur the wrath of God!

Hebrews 6:4-6

“For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted the
heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and have
tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6 if they fall away,
to renew them again to repentance, since they crucify again for
themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame.”

So that’s speaking of those who understand, who know better, and who choose to
permanently fall away. We all stumble in sin, we all fail from time to time. It’s not talking
about that. But as we speak of the New Covenant, let’'s remember these verses also — verses
that some preachers never seem to read. We must still, in the New Covenant, let Christ live
righteously in us and listen to him, keep our eyes glued on him, as we fight our sins and
carnality of the flesh.

Paul makes it very clear in Romans 8:13-14 that those who live according to the flesh
shall die. But those who use God’s spirit to put to death the deeds of the body, shall live! |
recommend you go back and hear my sermon on “I am Crucified with Christ” given in
March 2007 on this website. All deliberate and intentional sin must now stop. The New
Covenant does not give us a pass to continue in sin, especially deliberate sin!

So speak out the words that you have accepted Yeshua as your Savior and you believe he
died for you, rose from the dead and now intercedes for you. Say out loud that you want
him to be your Savior and reign in your life.

Romans 10:9-11

“...that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that
God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one
believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”

John 3:14-19

“And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man
be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.
16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that
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whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 17
For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the
world through Him might be saved.

18 "He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten
Son of God.”

John 3:34-36

35 The Father loves the Son, and has given all things into His hand. 36 He who
believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the
Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."

NOW BACK TO PASSOVER DAY, the day and year when Yeshua died on the cross/tree.
What happened at the cross/tree? And prior?

Matt 27:45-52

“Now from the sixth hour until the ninth hour [noon -3 pm] there was darkness over all the
land. 46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, "Eli, Eli, lama
sabachthani?"” that is, "My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?"

47 Some of those who stood there, when they heard that, said, "This Man is calling for

Elijah!" 48 Immediately one of them ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine and put

it on a reed, and offered it to Him to drink.

49 The rest said, "Let Him alone; let us see if Elijah will come to save Him."

50 And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit.
(John 19:30 — FINISHED!” — and then he commended His spirit to His Father —
Luke 23:46 and died.)

THE VEIL TORN IN TWO; ACCESS TO GOD MOST HIGH

Verse 51 Then, behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to
bottom; and the earth quaked, and the rocks were split, and the graves were opened...”

The book of Hebrews makes clear that the veil of the temple actually pictures
the flesh of Christ. Once Christ’s side was ripped open by the soldier (John 19:34), and
his blood and water poured out, the way into the Holy of Holies was opened up (Hebrews
10:20). Now, because of Yeshua’s sacrifice, all of us can now go into that most holy place
anytime we want and talk to our own Father, God Most High. We should avail ourselves of
that opportunity much more than we do.

Hebrews 10:19-21

“Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, 20
by a new and living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is,
His flesh, 21 and having a High Priest over the house of God,...”

There was no direct access to God the Father in the Old Covenant. They really
didn’t even know Him as their Abba, their Daddy God. Israelites had to go through an
imperfect human priest who would intercede. But now we have it much better; it's a much
better covenant. It’'s one of the better things about this new covenant! Now you and |
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can come directly to Holy Father or even to Yeshua anytime we want,
directly. And because Christ is perfect, we go through Him to get to the Father. Eph 2:18

When Yeshua went to heaven to be accepted by the father, the heavenly temple was
consecrated not by blood of animals (Hebrews 9:18-23; Exodus 24:3-8), but by his own
blood. (Hebrews 9:14-28; 10:5-14).

OK — here’s the crux of the New Covenant sealed in HIS blood: on the CROSS the work of
taking the wrath of God for all sins of mankind upon himself and redeeming all who will
accept him — is finished.

He is resurrected 3 days and 3 nights later, accepted by the Father God Most High in
our behalf, and he purges away all our sins, and saves for eternity all who will
call upon the name of Yeshua, the Christ, and accept him as Savior. And Yeshua was able to
sit down beside Father in heaven having accomplished his work.

THIS IS ALL NEW COVENANT. The Old Covenant could do none of that.

The Old Covenant could only temporarily cover up sins for one year — from Atonement to
Atonement, so the High Priest had to go yearly before God. The High Priest had to come
year after year and they could only “kippur” — cover — the sins, not remove them. Yeshua
removes, takes away, the sins of the world in the New Covenant. That’s what John the
Baptist says in John 1:29. Praise God.

Let’s finish reading Hebrews 8, now starting v 10-13

Hebrews 8:10-13

“For this is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after those days,
says the Lord: I will put My laws in their mind and write them on their hearts; and |
will be their God, and they shall be My people. 11 None of them shall teach his
neighbor, and none his brother, saying, 'Know the Lord,’ for all shall know Me, from
the least of them to the greatest of them. 12 For | will be merciful to their
unrighteousness, and their sins and their lawless deeds 1 will remember
no more."

13 In that He says, "A New Covenant," He has made the first obsolete.
Now what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away.”

Now, for ALL PEOPLE WHO ACCEPT HIM

In the Old Covenant: the agreement is between God and Israel only.

In the New Covenant: the covenant is with anyone anywhere in the world who
will accept Yeshua as his/her Savior. 2 Corinthians 3 and Galatians 4, written
primarily to Gentiles, make this point very strongly. Gal. 3:28 — no more Jew or Gentile, we
are all one in Christ. We DO still go through spiritual Israel of God (Gal 6:16)—and also as
Romans 11 says. But now in the New Covenant, even Jews and Israelites MUST accept
Yeshua or they are not a part of the New Covenant promise (See Romans 9:6-9; Romans 11
is ALL about this). THIS is the message Peter preached to Cornelius’ household —
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Acts 10:34-35 — “God shows no partiality but in every nation, whoever fears him
and works righteousness is accepted by Him.”

Acts 10:43—"...through His (Jesus’) name, whoever believes in Him will receive
remission of sins.”

Be thinking of all this as we come to Passover! This is another facet of the greatness of the
New Covenant: the New Covenant is made with everyone, everywhere who accepts
Yeshua.

So the new covenant is going on right now, and once Christ returns He will open the minds
of the Jews and Israelites and they too will see it and come to him. At that time they too
will accept the New Covenant and come to know their Maker came as a Jew, as one of them!

Are you seeing how the New Covenant is so much better than the old covenant? There’s
much more.

PRIESTHOOD, TEMPLE, ANIMAL SACRIFICES, WASHINGS, ETC:

I’'ve given whole sermons on how Christ is now our High Priest. One of my favorites is the
one | gave in January 2014 titled, “What Yeshua is Doing as our High Priest”/ Soit'sa
huge point that in the Old Covenant, it was about the Aaronic priesthood, the animal
sacrifices, the washings and offerings and the temple worship ....so because I've covered a
lot of that in previous sermons, | want to hit on a few other points today for time’s sake.

But the bottom line on these important points are these:

¢ Inthe New Covenant, Yeshua is our high priest; it's no longer a descendant of Aaron.

e We worship God from anywhere we are now. It doesn’t have to be in Jerusalem or
from a temple or tabernacle any longer.

e Yeshua’'s sacrifice of himself far supersedes all animal sacrifices ever offered, even if
they were all to be combined!

e We can all come into the Most Holy Place anytime we wish. In the Old Covenant, just
the High Priest could do that, and only once a year on the Day of Atonement. Now
we can all come before the holy presence of God Most High at any time.

e So the High Priest, the altar, the temple itself, all the animal sacrifices and even the
one offering them — all pictured Yeshua. He is all of that in our New Covenant.

Ephesians 2:18
“For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father.”

Let’s hit a few more points, then I'll end it for now... there’s so much more we could say
about the New Covenant.

NO MORE GENERATIONAL CURSES in the New Covenant

Another big point: in the Old Covenant, your sins were sometimes passed on to
the 3rd and 4t generations of your family because of your sins — and for that
matter, all humanity is still under the curse of Adam’s sin!

Romans 5:18-19
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“Therefore, as through one man's offense judgment came to all men, resulting in
condemnation, even so through one Man's righteous act the free gift came to all
men, resulting in justification of life. 19 For as by one man's disobedience many
were made sinners, so also by one Man's obedience many will be made righteous.”

So many seem to struggle with the truth of these verses. The fact is, in the Old
Covenant, | was made a sinner by Adam’s disobedience. And in the New Covenant, faith in
the righteousness of Jesus Christ living anew in me by His Spirit makes me righteous. If he
is living anew in me, He will live as he did before: obediently. | can’t claim to know him
unless | walk as He walked (1 John 2:3-6).

Do you remember the passage that speaks of “the father drinks the sour
wine/vinegar — but the children’s teeth are set on edge” (read Jeremiah 31:29-30)?
Yeshua drank sour wine on the cross for us and now the generational curses are gone! Now
we’ll experience the “teeth on edge” only when we ourselves sin. This is just before the
famous verse about the new covenant in Jer. 31.

New Covenant: we are under the righteousness of Christ by faith, and come out from under
the Adamic sin-curse. Now my father’s sins won’t put my teeth on edge as Jer 31:29-31 says.

CHANGING INSIDE OUT with God’s Spirit that is now available in the New

And now think of the blood: instead of just sprinkling the outside — the altar, the
people, the priesthood, etc with blood, we today take the Passover wine inside of us,
picturing how we are being redeemed and purified from the inside out. God gives us a new,
clean heart now that wants to obey Him. (Until the resurrection, we still also have the old
carnal self to fight — but that’s what'’s called “the old man” or old self. So we have to listen to
our new heart and new mind, through God’s spirit.)

In the OLD COVENANT: we had hearts that hate God’s law and were deceitfully
wicked (Romans 8:6-8; Jeremiah 17:9). We could not truly, fully please God. In the Old
Covenant, it was impossible to fully obey because they did not have God'’s spirit to help
them, with few exceptions. (Some few had God’s spirit.)

In the New Covenant: David prayed, “Create in me a clean heart, O God...”
(Psalm 51:10). See also Jeremiah 32:40. We cannot create our own new heart. There
is but one Creator. HE creates the new heart within us and puts it in us. In the New
Covenant we also receive the HELP of the Holy Spirit which was NOT generally available in
the Old Covenant.

But even then, even with the Spirit, we still fail as Paul explains in Romans 7. So our
righteousness will be by faith in the GIFT of God’s own Righteousness (Romans 5:15-19)
that God gives us through faith in Yeshua. Also Philippians 3:9; 2 Cor. 5:21. We are saved
by having faith in HIS perfect life and obedience, not ours. He lives again in us, to cause us
to obey more and more, as we respond to His spirit and are led by His spirit to overcome sin
(Romans 8:11-14).

Jeremiah 32:40
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And I will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn away from
doing them good; but I will put My fear in their hearts so that they will not depart
from Me.

Ezekiel 36:26-27

“1 will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; | will take the
heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 I will put My Spirit
within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My
judgments and do them.”

REMEMBER, ALL OF THIS IS IN CONTEXT OF PASSOVER AND WHAT YESHUA
DID FOR US ON THE CROSS.

In the New Covenant, we are offered Eternal Life and true freedom and not
just deliverance from physical enemies

In the Old Covenant: it was a covenant of physical blessings and cursings,
based on our works. The Old Covenant saved Israel from Egypt, made them a free
nation but -- could NOT give them eternal life, could not remove their sins, and could not
save anyone spiritually. Blood of bulls and goats could not remove sin (Hebrews 10:4).

In the New Covenant: Faith in Christ’s sacrifice and resurrection frees us from
spiritual bondage, saves us from our sins, and gives us ETERNAL life. John
3:16; Hebrews 8:6; Luke 18:29-30. “The Jerusalem above is FREE, which is the
mother of us all” — Gal. 4:26.

In the New Covenant, we are promised victory not just over physical enemies, but also
spirit enemies, spiritual evil forces “in high places” that try to destroy us. But we are IN
Christ and they can’t succeed, as long as we remain under His covering and in Him.

This is a huge difference between the covenants. The New Covenant is SO much more than
just being about the priesthood and sacrifices!

In the New Covenant, we are NOT fearful SLAVES --BUT adoring CHILDREN

In the Old Covenant: they were slaves and servants of God. Galatians 4:21-31
speaks of the Old Covenant at Mount Sinai as giving “birth to bondage, which is Hagar — Mt
Sinai in Arabia”. Even great men like Moses were known primarily as “the servant of God”.

In the New Covenant: we are CHILDREN of Abba, Father -- God Most High. We get
to call him Daddy. We are brought into the Family of God. Of course we still serve him but
we are now primarily His children! Let’s carefully read what it says in Romans 8.

Romans 8:14-17

“For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 15 For
you did NOT receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit
of adoption by whom we cry out, "Abba, Father." 16 The Spirit Himself bears
witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs —
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heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may
also be glorified together.”

The Old Covenant, based on OUR performance, resulted in fear, because humanity fails to
keep all the rules and statutes. It resulted in condemnation — the death penalty. The NEW
Covenant is so much better. It's NOT just a renewal of the Old Covenant. This one makes
us children of God where we can cry out “Daddy, Daddy” — Abba Father—to God Most
High! Not only that, we know we are co-inheritors with the Son of God Yeshua, Jesus the
Messiah. (Romans 5:12-19 is all about this. Also Romans 3:19-27, please study these
on your own time. I've spoken on it many times; it's time we BELIEVE it and rejoice in it.)
None of that was offered to physical Israel in the Old Covenant. Another big difference.

LIFE —NOT DEATH; BELOVED — NOT CONDEMNED; ACCEPTED, NOT
REJECTED

Old Covenant: ended in death and condemnation, because nobody could keep
it properly. (Just read 2 Cor. 3 — the whole chapter).

New Covenant: We are baptized into Christ by His spirit (2 Cor. 12:13) and
once we are in Christ, there is no condemnation on those in Him (Romans 8:1).
Now we are accepted by the Father through Christ and that is also why our faith must
remain in Him, not in our own works. Our faith is not in our righteousness but HIS — as
Romans 3, 5, 7, 8 etc. so clearly explain.

In 2 Corinthians 3, Paul says the Old Covenant was glorious, but like Moses’ shining face,
was a glory that was fading over time. In the Old Covenant, without God’s spirit, they
worshiped “in the flesh” and the “flesh cannot please God”. We read over and over how
God was upset with Israel much of the time.

But in the New Covenant, if we have Christ in us, and God’s spirit — we are not considered
“in the flesh, but in the spirit” and someone “in the spirit” can please God. In the Old
Covenant, your focus was on your failure and we are reminded constantly of how often we
fail to measure up. Every time you had to offer a sacrifice, it was a reminder you're a
failure.

But in the New Covenant, our faith is not in our behavior but in Christ’s. We look to HIM,
not to ourselves. This is a HUGE, HUGE point that many miss.

Remember that Paul addresses the people he wrote to — ordinary Christians like you and
me — as “Beloved of God”—such as in Colossians 1:12 and Romans 9:25. So in the
New Covenant, you are beloved of our heavenly Father! He does not see you and so much as
He sees Christ IN you and me. He sees the gift of His very own righteousness (Romans
5:17; Philippians 3:9; 2 Cor 5:20) that he covers us with, even as we use His spirit to fight
sin, to put carnal attitudes to flight. Yeshua in his priestly prayer of John 17, says in verse
23 —*...s0 that the world may know that you have sent Me, and have loved them as you
have loved me.” God Most High loves YOU in the same way He loves Yeshua (Jesus),
especially now that we are in Christ, part of Him, part of His body.

Here are a few verses:
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Romans 1:7 —
“all who are in Rome, beloved of God...”

2 Thessalonians 2:13

But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren beloved
by the Lord, because God from the beginning chose you for salvation through
sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth,

Isn’t that wonderful, instead of the many verses | can read you where God is upset with
Israel?

Ephesians 1:4-6

“....Jjust as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be
holy and without blame before Him in love, 5 having predestined us to adoption as
sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, 6 to
the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made US accepted in the
Beloved.”

Remember too, that in the Old Covenant, the High Priest went into the Holy of Holies just
once a year to intercede for the people. In the New Covenant, Yeshua is our High Priest of
the order of Melchizedek, and he is continually in the real Holy of Holies in heaven, and
he’s constantly speaking for us, defending us and representing us before the Father (1 John
2:1-2).

There are SO many differences between the Old and New Covenant. So many!

Yes the New Covenant is a BETTER covenant: Hebrews 8:6-8; 7:22

Hebrews 8:6
But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, inasmuch as He is also
Mediator of a better covenant, which was established on better promises.

Hebrews 7:22
“Jesus has become a surety of a better covenant.”

It is NOT like the first one — in God’s own words — Jeremiah 31: 31-33

The New Covenant is a SECOND covenant — not the first one warmed over. Hebrews 8:7-
9:10:8-10

The New Covenant is truly a New Covenant: Hebrews 12:24 — Christ, mediator of the New
Covenant.” The New Covenant is the REALITY of what the Old Covenant only
foreshadowed:

The Second, New Covenant — is a more GLORIOUS covenant.

2 Cor 3:5-11

“....our sufficiency is from God, 6 who also made us sufficient as ministers of the
New Covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the
Spirit gives life.
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7 But if the ministry of death, written and engraved on stones, was glorious, so that
the children of Israel could not look steadily at the face of Moses because of the glory
of his countenance, which glory was passing away, 8 how will the ministry of the
Spirit not be more glorious? 9 For if the ministry of condemnation had
glory, the ministry of righteousness exceeds much more in glory. 10 For
even what was made glorious had no glory in this respect, because of the glory that
excels. 11 For if what is passing away was glorious, what remains is much
more glorious.”

The Old Covenant was of the letter of the law (2 Cor 3:6) whereas our New Covenant is of
the spirit (2 Cor 3:6-8). Yeshua taught this profoundly in Matthew 5:21-29.

The Old Covenant saved Israel from Egypt (Exodus 20:2), but the new covenant saves
anyone anywhere in the world - - Jew and Gentile alike -- from the wages of our sins
committed under the requirements of the Old Covenant -- eternal death (Hebrews 9:15).

The Old Covenant was pictured by Hagar, who produced a son for Abraham by
their own efforts and works. But that was not ultimately what God wanted.
But it did picture the Old Covenant according to Gal. 4: 22-28. But the New
Covenant was pictured by Sarah, and Jerusalem above, which produced God’s
promises of a son by faith and miracles from God.

This short paragraph frankly is worthy of a whole sermon by itself, for all of its implications.

The New Covenant is AWESOME, WONDERFUL, and eternal and I’'m so happy
to be a part of it.

HOW DO WE BECOME A PART of this New Covenant?

To be a part of the Old Covenant you had to be an Israelite, and then obey all
the laws, statutes and ordinances (Lev 26 and Deut 28). That covenant was not
made with the world but only with Israel.

IN the same way, no one is automatically put into the New Covenant. Itis now
a covenant open to anyone in the world — BUT, in the New Covenant, we
become a part of it by professing and living our lives in FAITH in Jesus Christ,
IN Yeshua the Messiah. That grafts us into spiritual Israel, as Romans 11 teaches. But
even Jews and Israelites by birth now have to enter this NEW covenant in the same way—by
professing faith in Yeshua. NOBODY has a free pass into this covenant without first
accepting Yeshua as their Savior and King, and confessing they know he died for us and
rose again to mediate for us before God’s heavenly mercy seat.

A jailer asked Paul and Silas the all-important question:
Acts 16:30-31
And he brought them out and said, "Sirs, what must | do to be saved?"
31 So they said, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and
your household."”
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That jailer was baptized, and like Cornelius and others, received Father’s Holy Spirit
empowering him to obey and walk the walk. Peter said the same thing to repentant Jews in
Acts 2:36-42.

Faith in Christ will evidence itself in obedience and a new walk, as 1 John 2:3-6
clearly states. We cannot claim to be in Christ and continue to walk in the old direction,

the old way of sin, or continue to do ongoing, deliberate and intentional sin. That person’s
a phony who is NOT in Christ!

We no longer offer animal sacrifices but WE ourselves must accept Christ’s sacrifice for us —
and then we also become LIVING sacrifices — Romans 12:1. Then Christ’s teachings
become the basis of the New Covenant — including summarizing the 10 commandments
into two main ones: profound love for God and profound love for man as yourself.

Some of the laws of the Old Covenant — like the laws of priesthood, have been
annulled or change, as Hebrews 7:12 clearly says. The Ten Commandments —
part of the Old Covenant — are reaffirmed over and over in the New Covenant.
Other commandments — like the priesthood and the national rules — cannot be
applied since there now is no Aaronic priesthood in the New Covenant.

Covenants tended to grow from the previous one, with some changes, as we’ve
noted. Gal 3:17 sets the principle that “the law, established 430 years later, does NOT
set aside the covenant previously established by God [with Abraham] and thus do away
with the promise.” So that sets the principle that promises made will be kept by God,
though particular nuances of laws can obviously change, as we’ve explained. So for example
Mt Sinai’s laws did not remove or do away with the promises given to Abraham. We all
become sons of Abraham through faith in the Seed of Abraham, Jesus Christ (Galatians
3:26).

Hebrews 7:18-19

“For on the one hand there is an annulling of the former commandment
[context: about the priesthood] because of its weakness and unprofitableness, 19 for
the law made nothing perfect; on the other hand, there is the bringing in of a better
hope, through which we draw near to God.”

Christ brought the New Covenant with his Passover. He said so — Luke 22:20. He is the
Messenger of the New Covenant, remember — Mal. 3:1. We are now under HIS New
Covenant, by faith in him, and our faith is based on his promises, since God cannot lie. It
was ratified by Christ’s blood on Passover day, as all the major covenants of God
are ratified by blood.

Hebrews 10:8-10

“Previously saying, "Sacrifice and offering, burnt offerings, and offerings for sin You
did not desire, nor had pleasure in them"(which are offered according to the law), 9
then He said, "Behold, | have come to do Your will, O God." He TAKES AWAY the
FIRST that He may establish the SECOND. 10 By that will we have been
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.”

What are Christ’'s commandments?
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1John 3:22-23

“And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments
and do those things that are pleasing in His sight. 23 And this is His
commandment: that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus
Christ and love one another, as He gave us commandment.”

Yeshua in many cases made the law even stricter. The SPIRIT of the law — we
can't even hate or lust without it being a sin, in the New Covenant (Matthew 5:21-22, 27-
28). And now even our thoughts have to be brought into captivity of the obedience of Christ
(2 Cor 10:5). So the New Covenant still requires a new, clean life in Christ. Butitis a New
Covenant, founded on better promises, based on the promises given to Abraham by faith.
We certainly need to make it our goal to please God (2 Cor. 5:5-9), and we should glorify
God in everything we do (1 Cor 6:20), in our spirit and body.

2 Corinthians 10:4-6

“For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down
strongholds, 5 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against
the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the
obedience of Christ, 6 and being ready to punish all disobedience when your
obedience is fulfilled.”

So as we come to Passover, we need to be reminded we are in covenant, a NEW covenant.
It's not something to be taken lightly. Christ is our life now. Yeshua is our strength and our
righteousness and will live again in us as he lived before, obediently, if we seek him and
submit to obeying him. The promises are sure if we remain faithful and obedient to our
Lord.

Yes, it is @ much, much better covenant of life, of no more condemnation to those in Christ.
It's a covenant of eternal life, of full forgiveness of our sins, as we’re brought into the family
of God as his children, as we receive of HIS very nature by His Seed, which is His Spirit. We
no longer have generational curses, we're no longer constantly failing and condemned. And
in this new covenant we can come before our Father God at any time as we call him “Abba,
Daddy Father”. With His love we have cast out fear and terror — 1 John 4:17-19. So now, in
Christ, we are in his presence all the time anywhere we are.

So never again believe that the New Covenant is just a renewed covenant of the old
covenant. And please live in the new covenant. Make it real to you. Don't profess to be a
new Covenant believer — but one who still lives like you're still in the OLD Covenant!
Accept, love, hug, take inside of you and praise God for His wonderful, awesome New
Covenant.

So this Passover, as you drink of that cup of wine and restate your commitment to Christ,
understand the wonderful and awesome covenant you are rededicating by drinking of the
Master’s Passover cup.

Praise you Father in heaven, our dear Abba. Your love is profound. Praise you, Yeshua,
praise you Master, praise you for all you have done in your love for us. Praise you. Hallelu
YAH.
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